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At the height of summer (22 June) we have our annual 

Garden Party at Blakesley Hall, a delightful social occasion 

for Friends and non-members to enjoy together. Two 

days later (24 June) there is a trip to UNESCO World 

Heritage Site Llangollen Canal in Wales, including the 

two-hundred-year-old Pontcysyllte Aqueduct which carries 

the canal 126 feet above the River Dee. Combined with a 

trip to the National Trust property at Erddig, this should be 

a most dramatic and memorable trip – get your bookings 

in early! Along with a late May visit to Snowshill and 

Broadway, and a weekend away to Newcastle upon Tyne 

in late September, there is plenty for Friends to enjoy this 

summer.

Our evening events continue to flourish. A varied 

programme includes talks focused on special 

exhibitions, as well as others of more general interest. 

We welcome feedback on these, so if you have any 

comments, or suggestions for topics, please do contact 

Melissa Page in the office. 

Another joy of summer is that all the Birmingham 

Museums Heritage Sites are open again, with lovely 

grounds to enjoy as well as the heritage buildings 

themselves. If it is a while since you visited, do go again. 

Each year, new developments take place and we are so 

lucky to have this wonderful heritage in such a big city.

This year we are placing Friends roller banners in each 

of the Heritage Sites (with the exception of Weoley 

Castle) so do look out for them. This is part of our 

campaign to attract new members. We have also now 

completed our ‘Ambassadors presentation’ to take 

to organisations across the city to tell them about us, 

what we do, and why we need to support Birmingham 

Museums more than ever in this time of reducing 

public funding. If you know of a group who might 

be interested in having a talk from one of our trained 

Ambassadors, please do let us know through the 

Friends Office.

As with many charities at this time, we continue to 

face a tight financial situation. To maintain a donation 

of £25,000pa to Birmingham Museums, we need to 

raise more funds. Very reluctantly we have decided 

to propose to this year’s AGM, a small increase in 

membership fees of between £1 and £2, depending on 

category. We do not do this lightly, but it is some years 

since we last put up the fees.

In other news, we now have a new office! This is 

almost at the end of the corridor where our old office 

was (which will now be occupied by the Director 

and her Senior Management Team). The office is 

compact, with eight workstations in it and on one day 

in late March, I counted ten people working in there! 

We have additional filing space off the next door 

office. Special thanks must go to John Pownall, Mary 

Whetnall, Lynda Perrin, Melissa Page and all the team 

for carrying out the move so efficiently and for setting 

up such a good working environment. Thank you all 

for your huge effort.

Our volunteer work continues to blossom under 

the patient and professional oversight of Yvonne 

Warner. Shana Fidalgo has unfortunately had to give 

up her post of Volunteer Coordinator, but it is for 

the delightful reason that she is expecting her first 

baby. We are now considering how best to take this 

forward. BMT have a new Volunteer Development 

Officer, Alex Nicholson-Evans. Yvonne is already 

working closely with her and we are excited about 

future volunteering possibilities for both organisations.

I mentioned last time about the wonderful exhibitions 

in the Gas Hall, Waterhall and at Thinktank, 

Birmingham Science Museum, this summer. Do go if 

you can.

I wish you all a sun-filled, happy and creative summer! n

As losing an hour ’s sleep announces it is summer again, we look forward to a 
great season of Friends events and activities.
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shire hall gallery, stafford

Exposed: The Body in Art 
from Durer to Freud
12 July – 31 August 2014
Free Admission

Shire Hall Gallery, Market Square, Stafford ST16 2LD
Tel: 01785 278345    www.staffordshire.gov.uk/arts

Lily Cole by Gillian Wearing 2009  C-type print
©the artist, courtesy Counter Edition and Maureen Paley, London 
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Forthcoming
Friends' Events

For Friends’ Members the event applications will 

be included as a supplement in the centre of this 

magazine.

Note: Where applicable, if you are not a member and 

would like to apply for one of our events, send a letter 

to the address on page 4 stating the Event Name(s), 

your name, address, telephone number, how many 

places, the cost, the pickup point if a coach trip and 

any other relevant information. Include a cheque for 

the total amount made out to FBMAG unless otherwise 

stated. Please also include a S.A.E. for the return of 

your tickets. 

Friday 30 May 2014. Opened in September 2013, 

the Broadway Ashmolean Museum is based in ‘Tudor 

House’ on the main High Street in Broadway.  Originally 

built in the 17th century as a coaching inn, it has been 

extended and adapted over the centuries and served 

at various periods as part of a school, a farm, and a 

private residence for various owners and for nearly 80 

years, it was the headquarters for H.W. Keil Ltd, one of 

the leading dealers in antique furniture in the world.  

The objects on display are on loan from the Ashmolean 

Museum. They include paintings and furniture from the 

founding collections of the Ashmolean, given by Elias 

Ashmolean to the University of Oxford in 1683.  The 

displays are of fine and decorative art from the 17th 

to the 21st centuries over three floors, including local 

objects such as Sheldon tapestries, Worcester porcelain, 

Armorial Ceramics of Broadway families, William Morris 

tiles and Winchcombe Pottery. There are paintings by 

Gainsborough, Reynolds, Millais and Landseer.

The Gordon Russell Design Museum is located in the 

original workshop, and celebrates the life and work 

of Gordon Russell and his Company over a period of 

sixty years in Broadway. Gordon Russell was a design 

pioneer – a furniture designer, maker, calligrapher, 

entrepreneur, educator, and champion of accessible, 

well crafted design. Schooled in the Arts and Crafts 

tradition of the Cotswolds he believed that good 

design has a lasting impact on people’s lives. His 

great skill was making connections between hand 

and machine, craft and design, theory and practice, 

landscape and architecture.

Snowshill Manor was the property of  Winchcombe 

Abbey from 821 until 1539 when the Abbey was 

confiscated by Henry VIII.  Between 1539 and 1919 

it had a number of tenants and owners until it was 

purchased by Charles Paget Wade, an architect, 

artist-craftsman, collector,poet and heir to the family 

fortune. He restored the property, living in the small 

cottage in the garden and using the manor house 

as a home for his collection of objects that include 

26 suits of Japanese Samurai armour, bicycles, toys, 

musical instruments and more. He gave the property 

and the contents of this collection to the National 

Trust in 1951.  The garden at Snowshill was laid out by 

Wade, in collaboration with Arts and Crafts movement 

architect, M. H. Ballie Scott, between 1920 and 1923 

as a series of outside rooms seen as an extension to the 

house. Features include terraces and ponds.

Cost: £25 – Includes coach, driver’s tip, entrances to 

Ashmolean Museum Broadway and Gordon Russell 

Design Museum. Snowshill Manor is NT, members 

bring your cards, non-members pay on the day. 

Pickup Points: Yateley Road @ 9:00am, Chest Clinic, 

Gt Charles St @ 9:15am,. 

This event is open to non-members - see note on page 6.

Event Applications

Broadway Ashmolean & 
Snowshill Manor (NT)
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Tuesday 24 June 2014. Crossing the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 

that carries the Llangollen Canal over the valley of the River 

Dee in a slow moving boat will be an amazing experience. 

That will be followed by lunch (included) at the Telford Inn 

before a short coach ride to Erddig. This property has been 

described as ‘the jewel in the Crown of Welsh country 

houses’. The extensive downstairs area contains their 

unique collection of servants’ portraits, while the upstairs 

rooms are an amazing treasure trove of fine furniture, 

textiles and wallpapers. 

Cost: £38 – Includes coach, driver’s tip, Canal Boat Trip 

& Lunch at Telford Inn. Erddig is NT, members bring 

your cards, non-members pay on the day.

Pickup Points: Yateley Road @ 7:45am, Chest Clinic, 

Gt Charles St @ 8:00am. 

This event is open to non-members - see note on page 6.

Friday 26 – Monday 29 September 2014. This year 

we go up to the North East. It will be a mixture of 

old favourites and new experiences, stately homes, 

gardens, Roman history and a railway museum. Plus an 

art gallery, a glass museum, an Arts and Crafts church 

and a tour of Newcastle. 

Friday: Our first visit will be to Newby Hall with its 

gardens and café. This house, Wren designed, is the 

home of Richard and Lucinda Compton, whose family 

has lived here for ten generations. We then continue to 

the Bowes Museum, housing Britain’s largest collection 

of Spanish paintings and works by various British 

painters. There is a tea-room available.

Then to Newcastle for three nights dinner bed & 

breakfast at the 4 star Marriott Hotel Gosforth Park. 

All rooms have en suite facilities. The hotel has a 

swimming pool and a fitness centre.

Saturday: The day starts with a visit to Cragside (NT) 

where we will tour the home of Lord and Lady Armstrong 

- the first house in the world to be lit by hydroelectricity. 

We will have time for lunch here before travelling on to 

Alnwick Castle. The Castle is home to one of the finest art 

and furniture collections in the country, including works by 

Canaletto, Titian and Van Dyck. After touring the house 

and grounds we will return to the hotel for dinner.

 

Sunday: We shall spend the morning taking a coach trip 

round Newcastle with a Blue Badge Guide. Late morning 

we are off to the Vindolanda Museum to learn all about 

the Roman occupation and Hadrian’s Wall. There is a café 

on the site for lunch. In the late afternoon we will return 

to Newcastle and visit the Laing Art Gallery to see the local 

collection of art. The Art Gallery contains works by Joshua 

Reynolds, William Holman Hunt and Sir Lawrence Alma-

Tadema. We will then return to the hotel for the evening.

Monday: We start the day with a drive to St Andrew’s 

Church, Roker Park a Cathedral of the Arts and Crafts 

Movement, built in 1906. Next we will be visiting 

the National Glass Museum, where we will discover 

the origins, growth and legacy of glass making in 

Sunderland through the permanent exhibition. Also we 

will be able to see the various glass blowing studios. 

We then travel on to the Mercure Hotel, Wetherby 

for lunch. Our final stop will be the National Railway 

Museum, York for the afternoon. Leaving at 5pm we 

will return to Birmingham arriving at approx. 7pm. 

Cost: £300 per person in a twin bedded room or £350 

in a single. This includes travel and hotel, (3 nights 

D B &B), driver’s tip, all entrance charges (except NT 

properties), tea/coffee and lunch as listed above.

Travel Insurance: To simplify refunds etc associated 

with cancellations we are asking all applicants to 

ensure that they have Travel Insurance. If you require 
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Llangollen Canal Boat Trip 
& Errdig (NT)

Weekend Away - Newcastle



our Coach Holiday Travel Insurance please indicate on 

your Application, we will then send you the necessary 

forms to apply by telephone or through the Internet, 

the cost for the four days will be £16.03. 

To Secure Your Place(s): Send the application form with 

your non returnable deposit of £50 per person; also, if you 

require Coach Holiday Travel Insurance please indicate. 

Pickup Points: Yateley Road, Harborne @ 08:30am 

Chest Clinic, Great Charles St. @ 08:45am

At 6:30pm we will meet at Edmunds, on the corner 

of Newhall Street and Edmund Street, for the talk, 

discussions, a glass of wine and pizza. The talks will 

finish by 8:30pm.

Cost: £9 (£12 non-members). 

‘Red Carpet’ - Pogus Caesar

Tuesday 10 June, 6:30-8:30pm. The black and white 

photographs taken from the ‘Red Carpet’ series cover 

an amazing array of people from the world of arts, 

politics, sport, music and film. They include a fascinating 

collection of well-known personalities including Julie 

Christie, Cliff Richard, Maureen Lipman, Tony Benn, 

Sebastian Coe, Cathy Tyson and Danny De Vito.

Drawn exclusively from OOM Gallery Archive the 

collection brings together rare and largely unexhibited 

images, shot in candid style on Pogus Caesar’s 

trademark Canon film camera. Hollywood superstars 

are never far from Caesar’s lens – Will Smith is captured 

on Broad St, Birmingham; Gary Oldman walks leisurely 

on a London street; while Minnie Driver wraps up from 

the cold in Wolverhampton.

Using mainly available light and black and white film, 

Caesar got up close and personal to his subjects in order 

to capture these intimate and unexpected moments: ‘I 

was lucky, and being in the right place at the right time 

helps.’  Other personalities in this vast collection include 

Tony Christie, Ronan Keating, Girls Aloud, Lenny Henry, 

Joanna Lumley, Diane Abbott, Benjamin Zephaniah, 

Ron Atkinson, Mo Farah, Frank Thornton, Jimmy Hill 

and Sir Anthony Sher. Caesar said ‘usually all hell 

breaks loose when the celebrity comes into view, other 

photographers are pushing and jostling for the best 

position, your feet get trampled and ribs are elbowed - 

in the end it about the relationship between you and the 

subject, then a steady hand and click.’

‘Symmetry in Sculpture: Exploring New Work by 

Zarah Hussain’ - Dr Rebecca Bridgman

               Tuesday 24 June, 

               6:30-8:30pm. 

               Representing a 

               fascinating fusion of 

               art from the Islamic 

               World to Western 

               Europe, this is the 

               first exhibition 

               of new three-

               dimensional 

sculptures by British Pakistani artist, Zarah Hussain. 

Exploring this influence, Symmetry in Sculpture displays 

Hussain’s work alongside key pieces from Birmingham 

Museums’ own collection, notably including a work 

by Bridget Riley. Building on that theme, the exhibition 

also considers the varied and diverse influences on a 

range of British artists, from William Morris to Anwar 
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Evening Talks at Edmunds

Stevie Wonder: Central Television Studios, Birmingham UK. From the series 
‘Red Carpet’ 1989 Pogus Caesar/OOM Gallery Archive. All Rights Reserved. © Zarah Hussain



Shemza, whose inspiration crosses boundaries of time 

and culture. Come and hear from project curator 

Rebecca Bridgman, who will discuss the development 

of this project, as well as exploring further the 

connection between the works on display. 

 

‘Blakesley Hall: Stories from the Past’ - Jane McArdle

               Tuesday 8 July, 

               6:30-8:30pm. Jane 

               McArdle is the 

               Property Manager 

               at Blakesley Hall. 

               Blakesley was built 

               in 1590 and is 

               displayed according 

               to an inventory 

               of the hall written 

               in 1684. Jane is 

               fascinated by this 

               survival of this

               remarkable building 

set on a suburban street in Yardley and the range of 

stories that the Hall can tell. She will be exploring these 

in her talk.

‘Marvellous Machines: The Wonderful World of 

Rowland Emett’ - Andy Horn

Tuesday 15 July, 6:30-8:30pm. Curious minds of all 

ages will enjoy the whimsical and wonderful world of 

machines and cartoons created by eccentric English 

inventor Rowland Emett. 

These tours are exclusive to Friends and cost £8. Please 

note that Lunch is not included in these events (see 

Luncheon Clubs). 

Guided Tour (120) ‘A Little of What You Fancy’ 

by Jane Howell 

Friday 11 July 2014. It is frequently said that visiting 

Museums and Art galleries are soothing experiences, 

beneficial for our emotional and therefore, our physical 

health. In this tour, we will look at some works that 

make us feel good - sometimes in surprising ways. 

There will be a few old favourites, but also some we 

have not looked at before. Hopefully, by the end of the 

tour, we will have proved the case. We will meet in the 

Round Room at 11am.

The talks take about an hour and then we go to the 

Edwardian Tea Room for lunch. (You will need to bring 

your ticket for the lunch.) Luncheon Clubs are exclusive 

to Friends and cost £14. You may attend the talk 

without having the lunch at a cost of £9. 

‘Marvellous Machines: Wonderful World of 

Rowland Emett’ by Andy Horn

Tuesday 27 May & Friday 18 July 2014. The quirky moving 

machines of Rowland Emett, or automata as they are 

known, includes items from the film Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang, fantastical flying machines, and a bicycle for cycling 

across the moon. Many larger than life surprises will 

astound and spark the imagination. This exhibition will be 

the biggest ever display of Emett’s work, which is loved 

by many across the world and will tell the story of his life 

living and working in Birmingham. 

Friends will meet in Gas Hall at 11:00am.

‘For The Record’ by Lisa Beauchamp

Friday 6 & Tuesday 17 June 2014. This exhibition in 

Waterhall showcases modern and contemporary artwork 

by a number of celebrated and lesser well-known female 

artists. It includes a range of artworks spanning the 

20th century to the present day, including works from 

Birmingham Museum’s Modern and Contemporary 

Collection and loans from the Arts Council Collection. 

The exhibition explores themes of preservation, tradition, 

documentation and recording across a wide range of 

media including portraiture, landscape, sculpture and 
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Luncheon Clubs

Friends Guided Tours

Blakesley Hall viewed from the long border 
which the Friends funded



installation as well as timely issues concerning womanhood 

and identity politics. The exhibition also includes new works 

by West Midlands based artists Faye Claridge and Barbara 

Walker. Friends will meet in Waterhall at 11:00am.

Tuesday 22 July 2014. The AGM will be held in the 

Community Gallery commencing at 6:30pm. As members 

will appreciate this is a very important meeting in the 

Friends’ calendar and your Committee urges every member 

to try to attend. It gives you, the member, the chance to air 

your views on the running of your association. Once again, 

would you please make every effort to attend this meeting 

which is free of charge. This year tea, coffee and biscuits 

will be available prior to the meeting from 6:00pm, No 

other refreshments will be provided. 

As in previous years if you wish to make a donation 

towards the costs of the meeting prior to the event please 

indicate the amount you are donating on the booking form 

and include it in the amount you are paying for events 

bookings, plates will also be available on the evening 

for you to make a donation if you so wish. It is however 

important that we know how many will be attending 

for room layout and catering, so please complete the 

Application form which is included in this mailing and 

return as soon as possible. Underground car parking will be 

available, please indicate on the application if required. An 

Application form is included in the posted version of 

this magazine. 

After the meeting Jo-Ann Curtis, Curator (History), will 

give a short talk about the way BMAG is marking the 

WW1 Centenary.

Sunday 22 June 2014, 2:30pm - 5pm. Following on 

from the success of the Friends’ Garden Parties over the 

last three summers, we are holding a 2014 Garden Party 

at Blakesley Hall. Friends can arrive earlier on the day – 

but we will have Blakesley Hall exclusively to ourselves 

when the public leave at 4pm. There will be Mini Garden 

tours and the Hall will be open for viewings. A choir will 

be singing and afternoon tea and cake is included in 

your ticket price (NB. You will need to show your ticket 

in the tea room to get your tea and cake). 

Cost: £9 includes refreshments (£12 non-members).

This event is open to non-members - see note on page 6.

Annual Lecture - Rita McLean

The 2014 Annual Lecture will take place on Thursday 

18 September. It will be delivered by Rita McLean 

who many of you will remember from her many 

years with BMAG, latterly as Head of Museums & 

Heritage Services until she retired in 2012 when the 

Museum became a Trust. She will talk on Sir Whitworth 

Wallis (1855-1927) who became the first director of 

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery in 1885 holding 

the post for over 40 years.

 

Guided Tour (121) - Jane Howell – WW1 Centenary

Birmingham has long been one of the principal 

recruiting areas for the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 

now the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. On Friday 10 

October Jane will lead us through ‘Soldier Stories’, 

which recounts the experiences of Birmingham men 

who served with the Regiment between 1914 and 

1918 using personal objects, medals and memorabilia.

Full details of theses events will be in the Summer 

Edition of Artefacts which will be sent to members in 

mid August in the meantime make a note of the dates 

and keep them free.
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Blakesley Hall Garden Party

Things to look forward to

Annual General Meeting
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News
From the Volunteers

VOLUNTEERS UPDATE
Having been a Friends Trustee for nearly a year and 

worked with the “Friends” as a Volunteer for 2 years, 

I cannot believe how fast things move. Unfortunately, 

“time does go faster as you get older”. However, I 

have to admit that the Friends’ agenda, like life, is very 

exciting and don’t we just enjoy it?!

In the past 6 months, our Volunteers meetings have 

gone from strength to strength and much is getting 

progressed, a big thank you to everyone. 

I am delighted to announce that we have Ann Burness 

(a current Desk Volunteer ) joining me to support the 

Volunteering function as Shana Fidalgo (Volunteer 

Co-ordinator) has stepped down due to very happy 

maternal news and we wish her well. 

I am also now happy to introduce you to another of 

our Volunteers, Malcolm Vaughan, who is a celebrity 

in our “volunteering field”, not afraid to speak out 

to improve the service we strive to provide for the 

Birmingham people whilst breathing an enthusiasm 

into the service he provides and what he doesn’t know 

he finds out and educates us all. n

Yvonne Warner, 

Friends Trustee with responsibility for Volunteers

THE VISITORS MAKE IT WORTHWHILE
Malcolm Vaughan, a Friends volunteer and 

languages graduate from Manchester University.

I worked in exports in the engineering sector for several 

major companies before becoming a business advisor 

with Coventry and Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce.

I’ve lived in Birmingham since 1975 and joined the 

Friends in 1998. The Museum and Art Gallery has 

always been one of my favourite haunts, so it is 

wonderful to be able to work with the public in a place 

I feel really at home.

One of the most enjoyable aspects of working at the 

Gallery is meeting such a wide spectrum of visitors as 

individuals or in their various groups and experiencing such 

a variety of travel plans, personal interests and knowledge.

Many want to see the more obvious star features such 

as the Pre Raphaelites, the Staffordshire Hoard, the 

collection of works by David Cox or the current Gas 

Hall exhibition, but others have more specific interests 

and have come especially to see the Florence Camm 

stained glass, the Ruskin Pottery or in one case the 

portrait of Erasmus Darwin by Joseph Wright of Derby 

as part of the Lunar Society trail.

A growing proportion of the visitor numbers is the 

range of special interest groups such as U3A, NADFAS 

and organisations such as the W.I. as well as the large 

number of colleges and schools - often armed with 

their questionnaires – and of course the groups with 

learning difficulties who can find real benefit and 

stimulus from the vast and varied collections. 

Birmingham is a popular city for tourists and business 

– or conference visitors, many of whom take the 

opportunity to visit the Gallery as well as the other 

many city centre attractions and of course it is 

particularly busy on theatre and concert days as many 

drop in to make a cultural day of it.

The Friends’ desks are certainly a way to meet a 

wonderful variety of people – both local and from all 

over the world - all with their tale to tell and I’m sure 

that everyone plays their part in helping to make them 



Reviews
Recent Events

Dutch Art Trip 8 -24 April 2014 
Friends visit to the Netherlands

How many tulips does it take to make a picture 

of an Amsterdam street? A visit to the Keukenhof 

gardens would tell you the answer, and our visit on 

the best weekend in the year could not have been 

better planned. The street scenes by Breitner in the 

Rijksmuseum were magnificent too, with much more 

interest of course provided by the images of people 

going about their daily lives. We saw Breitner’s work 

again as one of the painters of the Mesdag Panorama 

at Scheveningen. Amazing tricks of perception 

demonstrated by the museum guide would have been 

even more spectacular if our excellent tour guide 

had been allowed to take part in the demonstration. 

Downstairs we found a newer treatment of perspective 

in an exhibition by Patrick Hughes.

It was great to be part of a group sharing the 

experience of seeing the new and old masterpieces. We 

started with Vermeer and Mondrian. With Vermeer it is 

easy to have a favorite, but how many Van Gogh’s can 

you see in a day and still wonder at his brushstrokes? 

I think we were all exhausted by concentrating on the 

large number of paintings in the Van Gogh Museum in 

Amsterdam. But this set us up to marvel at his works 

in the Kröller-Müller museum on the following day. 

Our local guide, impressed I think by our provenance, 

shared her knowledge and love of the collection and 

included a tour of the sculptures in the garden (Henry 

Moore, Barbara Hepworth, Rodin, to name but a few). 

Where next, I wonder. The Netherlands will be hard to 

beat. n

Graham & Ann Jones
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welcome and to add a little value to their time with us 

so that they come back and even tell their friends. n

AVAILABLE VOLUNTEERING ROLES:
• Social Network Assistant

• Friends Ambassadors

• Desk Volunteering

If you have the skills to help develop and 

maintain the Friends social media website; or if 

you have good interpersonal and presentation 

skills and enjoy working with the public and 

would like to share the work of the Friends or 

would like to join those volunteers who work on 

the Friends Desks in the Museums (as outlined 

by the experiences shared by Malcolm Vaughan 

in this edition of Artefacts and by Janet & David 

King in the previous issue) then please make 

contact with Yvonne Warner in the Friends 

office on 0121 348 8330. We really would love 

to hear from you and hopefully welcome you on 

board to be part of our organisation supporting 

Birmingham Museums Trust and engaging in 

passion, pleasure and participation in the arts. n

Finally, please if you do want to enjoy and be a part 

of what the Friends have to offer, PICK UP THAT 

PHONE and talk to one of us, to join and become a 

member or become a volunteer, we would love to 

hear from you. n



Building the 
Collections of Tomorrow

BUILDING THE COLLECTIONS 
OF TOMORROW
For 130 years the finest civic collection in England has 

been cared for by generations of custodians. Could you 

help Birmingham Museums Trust secure the future of 

Birmingham’s collections for the next 130 years?

The Friends of Birmingham Museums Trust have 

supported Birmingham’s collections and museum 

activities with dedication and foresight since 1931. 

Every gift made by a Friend has ensured the growth 

and accessibility of Birmingham’s collections. We are 

grateful for every one of these gifts.

Our charitable aim is to ensure that our 800,000-strong 

collection continues to unfold its mysteries to 

generations to come. By leaving a gift of any size 

in your Will, you help safeguard the future of 

Birmingham’s treasures after you are gone.

How your Gift can Help

A gift worded in general terms will give us the flexibility 

to direct your donation to where need is greatest.   

The Friends of Birmingham Museums Trust have 

always generously supported new acquisitions. You 

can continue to contribute to this work by leaving a 

gift specifically towards our new dedicated Acquisition 

Fund.

How to Include a Gift in your Will

There are several ways in which your Will can express 

your gift. A Residuary Legacy will not lose over time the 

value you intended it to have. Alternatively, you could 

leave a fixed amount of money or an item of property 

in a Pecuniary or Specific Legacy. 

Please speak to your solicitor to ensure that your 

wishes are met in your Will. If you decide to leave us 

a gift please include our name Birmingham Museums 

Trust and our charity number 1147014. Please note 

that this article does not constitute legal advice.

For a confidential and informal discussion about leaving 

a gift to Birmingham Museums Trust, please contact 

Rachel Cockett, Director of Development on 0121 348 

8016.

Thank you for considering to remember Birmingham 

Museums Trust in your Will. n
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CHAUCER’S LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN, 
CONSTANCE, SIR EDWARD BURNE-JONES, 1863
James Richardson Holliday (1840-1927) was a solicitor and 

collector. He sat on the committees of Birmingham Museum and 

Art Gallery and the Public Picture Gallery Fund. He was crucial in 

the fundraising campaign to purchase Charles Fairfax Murray’s 

collection of over 500 drawings by Rossetti and Burne-Jones 

(including Constance illustrated here) in 1903. Holliday’s bequest of 

over 1,400 works included outstanding drawings and watercolours 

by David Cox, Burne-Jones and Robert Hills as well as stained glass 

designs by William Morris.



BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
• Free entry to special exhibitions in Gas Hall

• Free entry to all our Heritage Sites 

• Artefacts magazine four times a year

• Opportunity to join the many Friends’ 

social events and outings

Plus discounts at the following venues (terms and 

conditions apply):

• BM&AG and Heritage Site shops

• 50% entrance discount to Thinktank at 

Millennium Point www.thinktank.ac

• Shakespeare Birthplace Trust shops (excluding 

admission prices) www.shakespeare.org.uk

• Ironbridge Gorge Trust shops providing a minimum 

of £5 is spent in one transaction. Offer excludes 

books, certain sales items, admission prices and café/

restaurant purchases) www.ironbridge.org.uk

• Potteries Museums & Art Gallery shops/cafés 

www.museums.stoke.gov.uk

GIFT MEMBERSHIP
Available all year round and includes 3 extra months 

free. A Gift Membership form can be downloaded at 

http://www.bmag.org.uk/friends-of-bmag/christmas-

gift-membership. Alternatively, you can complete the 

standard application form in this magazine with the 

recipient’s details and send it with a covering note 

giving your own name and contact details. 

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome is extended to our new members: Mr 

F & Mrs A Hiscocks, Mr M Bickley, Miss L Clark, Mr DJ 

Chapman, Mr R & Mrs J Harris, Mr WT Yates, Miss K 

Prosser, Ms VL Meadows, Mr J Ball, Mr DP Arrowsmith, Mrs 

J Harrison, Mrs DCA Wood, Mr J Hall, Mr P & Mrs R Tyler, 

Mr N Myerscough, Miss I Majewicz, Miss A Grist, Prof C 

Moss & Mr R Ferner, Mrs R Menezes, Mrs J & Mr R Burns, 

Mr K & Mrs D Wiggett, Mrs A Court, Ms LE Southall 

Please note that BMAG Trust phone numbers have 
changed, details can be found on the contents page.

News
From the Office

APPLICATION FORM: PLEASE WRITE IN CAPITAL LETTERS
Title . . . . . . . . . .  Name(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tel. No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Email address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY AND ANNUAL RATES (Please tick)

SINGLE  £30 [ ]  DOUBLE (full rate Includes 2 children under 16) £45 [ ]

CONCESSIONARY RATES
SINGLE  £20  [ ]  DOUBLE   £30 [ ] STUDENT   £15  [ ]

[  ] I enclose a cheque for £_________ or

[  ] I have transferred £_________ to SORT CODE 30-00-06    A/C NO 00248432

Please tell us where you picked up a copy of Artefacts _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Yes I am a UK taxpayer and would like this and any future donations to be tax effective under the Gift Aid Scheme until I notify you 
otherwise. {You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) at least equal to the 

amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that you donate to will reclaim on your gifts for that tax 
year. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.  FBMAG will claim 25p of tax on every £1 you give.}   

Please send this completed form, together with your cheque made payable to F.B.M.A.G. to the address on page 4 of Artefacts.

DATA PROTECTION ACT - For membership and accounting needs your details are held on a computerised Database 
   for Friends' Office use only.



In terms of new developments, work is now underway on the Staffordshire 
Hoard gallery, which opens in gallery 32, October 2014. 

The designs look very exciting, and it will be 

a tremendous addition to the BMAG visitor 

experience. The Hoard is one of Birmingham’s 

most popular collections, and this new gallery 

will give visitors even greater access to this 

unique find. Last year alone, over 100K 

people from across the world came to see the 

Hoard at the museum, and we look forward 

to welcoming many more visitors in years to 

come.  

In February, Birmingham Museums was 

awarded £95,000 from HLF and £60,000 

from DCMS Wolfson, securing the go-ahead 

for a new gallery within Thinktank, dedicated 

to the iconic Supermarine Spitfire, and its 

legacy to the city of Birmingham. Work is 

now progressing on the project, and we have 

appointed a new Project Officer. The Spitfire is 

a key symbol of Birmingham’s great history of 

manufacturing and I hope this new gallery will 

introduce more visitors to the plane that played 

such an important part in defending Britain in 

World War II. Curators will use objects from 

our own collection as well as loans to tell 

stories about the people who made and flew 

these great aircraft.

We have a number of exhibitions opening 

over the next few months, which will attract 

many different audiences to our venues. Over 

at Blakesley Hall, ‘Tom, Frank and May’ is a 

new exhibition on the First World War, which 

introduces visitors to Thomas Merry and his 

wife Elizabeth who lived in Blakesley Hall from, 

1901 - 1932. Through video, photographs, 

medals and letters from the family’s archive, 

visitors to Blakesley Hall can discover the 

true effect of the war on one family. Over at 

Thinktank, visitors are invited to ‘Come Create’ 

and be inspired by the some of the more 

unusual objects from Birmingham’s collections. 

At BMAG, the intriguing ‘True to Life? New 

photography from the Middle East’ is open 24 

May - 2 November. In addition, an exhibition 

of sculpture by one of the UK’s most exciting 

British Pakistani artists, ‘Symmetry in Sculpture 

- Recent work by Zarah Hussain’ is open 

7 June - 2 November. And our spectacular 

summer exhibition ‘Marvellous Machines: The 

Wonderful World of Rowland Emett’ opens 

10 May. This family-friendly exhibition will 

give visitors a chance to explore the legacy of 

this British inventor through his mechanical 

contraptions, paintings and cartoons. The 

quirky moving machines, or automata as they 

are known, includes items from the film Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang, fantastical flying machines 

and a bicycle for cycling across the moon. n

Director’s Report
Dr Ellen McAdam
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Put your money 
where your 
heart is!
and join the Friends 
of Birmingham Museums

Membership forms can be found at
www.bmag.org.uk/friends-of-bmag

If you require assistance then please call 0121 348 8330
or email fbmagmembership@googlemail.com, we will be 
pleased to help. 

Passion, pleasure and participation in the Arts

Art

Birmingham

History
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Chamberlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3DH

Opening Hours: Saturday - Thursday 10:00am – 

5:00pm and Friday 10:30am – 5:00pm. 

Note earlier opening on Sunday.

Contact Number: 0121 348 8000.

Explore over 40 galleries in the Grade II* listed building 

displaying spectacular art and objects spanning seven 

centuries.

NEW ART WEST MIDLANDS
Until 18 May, Free admission

An exhibition of impressive new contemporary art by 

recent West Midlands Fine Art graduates. 

Artists include Lucy Hutchinson whose chinoiserie 

wallpaper and self-portrait photography examine class 

stereotypes in the UK and Hong Kong.

New Art West Midlands 2014 is a Turning Point West 

Midlands initiative in partnership with Birmingham City 

University, Coventry University, Staffordshire University, 

University of Wolverhampton & University of Worcester.

FOR THE RECORD
Until 29 June, Waterhall Gallery, Free admission

For the Record is the first exhibition to re-launch the 

Waterhall Gallery; a dedicated space for showing 

Birmingham’s modern and contemporary art collections.

This exhibition explores themes of preservation, 

recording and tradition in the work of a range of 

female artists selected from Birmingham’s collections 

and the Arts Council Collection. Arts Council Collection 

Partnerships supported by Christie’s.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME: WOMEN’S 
JOURNEYS FROM MIRPUR TO BIRMINGHAM
29 March – 3 August, Community Gallery, Free admission

Through remarkable photographs, artefacts and 

oral history Home Away from Home captures the 

experiences of women migrating from Mirpur to 

Birmingham in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s and vividly 

evokes the spirit of the region from which they came.

MARVELLOUS MACHINES: THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF ROWLAND EMETT
10 May – 21 September, Gas Hall, Adult: £5, 

Concession (students, seniors and children 3-15 years): 

£3, Family (2 adults + 2 children): £10, Unwaged: £2

This summer curious minds of all ages are invited to 

step inside the whimsical and wonderful world of 

machines and cartoons created by eccentric English 

inventor Rowland Emett, creator of the Chitty Chitty 

Bang Bang machines and other fantastical designs. 

The quirky moving machines, or automata as they are 

known, include items from the film Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang, a fantastical flying machine and a bicycle for 

cycling across the moon.

This exhibition is the largest ever display of Emett’s 

work. It tells the story of his life from early years 

in Birmingham to becoming a major national and 

international figure.

SYMMETRY IN SCULPTURE: RECENT WORK 
BY ZARAH HUSSAIN
24 May – 2 November, Free admission

Presenting sculpture based on the geometric patterns 

used in Islamic art, this exhibition showcases work by 

one of the UK’s most exciting British Pakistani artists.

Zarah Hussain is inspired by complex patterns that 

emerge from simple repeating shapes and echo the 

natural beauty of the universe in all its timeless forms. 

Her new three-dimensional wall sculptures transform 

these patterns into clean, minimal structures precisely 

arranged to reveal new ways of seeing shadow, colour 

and light. 

Supported by Arts Council England. 

What's On
Museum Events

Birmingham Museum & 
Art Gallery
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TRUE TO LIFE? NEW PHOTOGRAPHY 
FROM THE MIDDLE EAST
7 June – 2 November, Free admission

An exhibition of incredible contemporary photographs 

by internationally-acclaimed artists from the Middle 

East. True to Life? New Photography from the Middle 

East encourages visitors to question the authenticity of 

what appears to be represented in photography, and 

explores what is real, staged or imaginary.

Supported by The Art Fund and Arts Council England.

SOLDIER STORIES: BIRMINGHAM AND THE 
ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT 1914-1918
Opens 2 August, Free admission

Birmingham has long been one of the principal 

recruiting areas for the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 

now the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. Soldier Stories 

recounts the experiences of Birmingham men who 

served with the Regiment between 1914 and 1918 

using personal objects, medals and memorabilia.

The exhibition commemorates the centenary of the 

First World War and includes material from Birmingham 

Museums and the Dave Vaux collection.

Trinity Road, Aston, Birmingham, B6 6JD

Open Tues-Sun 12-4pm

Entry charges apply to non-members

Aston Hall is one of Birmingham’s most treasured 

buildings. Redisplayed as part of the development 

project, Aston Hall boasts sumptuous interiors from 

the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, including the 

magnificent Long Gallery.

HORRIBLE AT THE HALL 
Sun 1 June, 12-4pm, Free entry for all

Uncover the disgusting side to Aston Hall. Civil War 

wounds, pesky pests, gory trails and grizzly crafts. 

DIG FOR HISTORY
Wed 30 July, 12-4pm, £2 each (under 3s free)

A day exploring archaeology. Find buried treasure, 

become a rubbish detective and be a crafty 

archaeologist.

PIKES AND MUSKETS
Sat 13 or Sun 14 September, 12-4pm

(subject to date of Aston Villa home match), 

Free entry for all

The English Civil War comes to life! Costumed 

re-enactments reveal the Hall’s role in the conflict.

Blakesley Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8RN

Open Tues-Sun 12-4pm

Entry charges apply to non-members

TOM, FRANK AND MAY: 
ONE FAMILY’S STORY 
12 April – 2 November

This exhibition tells the First World War story of the 

Merry family who lived at Blakesley Hall from 1901 to 

1932. The three Merry children, Tom, Frank and

May, all played a part in the War.

 

Using original research in collaboration with Frank’s 

grandchildren, the exhibition includes photographs and 

letters from the family’s archive.

VINTAGE AND HANDMADE FAYRE
Sat 3 May, 12-4pm, Free entry, admission charge to 

Hall for non-members applies 

Find fabulous vintage goodies and beautifully 

handcrafted treasures.

TALK WITH TOM MERRY
Sun 11 May, 2pm, £5 each

Tom Merry gives an insight into the lives and First World 

War experiences of his ancestors, the last family to live 

at Blakesley Hall. To coincide with the exhibition, Tom, 

Frank and May: One Family’s Story. No need to book. 

Aston Hall

Blakesley Hall
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TALK WITH CHRIS UPTON
Sun 8 June, 2pm, £5 each

A fascinating talk about the Peaky Blinders and the 

gangs of Birmingham. No need to book. 

75 – 80 Vyse Street, Hockley, Birmingham, B18 6HA

Open all year round

Tues – Sat 10:30am – 5:00pm. Closed Sun and Mon 

except Bank Holidays. 

Tour charges apply to non-members

When the proprietors of the Smith & Pepper jewellery 

manufacturing firm decided to retire in 1981 they ceased 

trading and locked the door, unaware they would be 

leaving a time capsule for future generations.

AN ADAPTABLE TRADE: THE JEWELLERY 
QUARTER AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR
14 June 2014 – June 2015

An exhibition exploring the impact of the First World 

War on Birmingham’s jewellery industries. 

SILVER JEWELLERY ADULT WORKSHOPS
Sat 17 May, 19 July, 11 October and 15 November

10am-4pm, £50 per person

Booking required. 0121 348 8140

Design and make your own piece of jewellery.

JEWELLERY QUARTER HERITAGE WALKS
Sat 28 June and 4 October, 2pm, £5 per person.

Booking required. 0121 348 8140.

Join us for an enlightening tour and talk around the 

Jewellery Quarter.

Cole Bank Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, B13 0BD

Open Tues-Sun 12-4pm

Entry charges apply to non-members

Sarehole Mill is one of only two surviving working 

watermills in Birmingham. The existing building was 

constructed around 1750, although there was known 

to be a mill here as early as the Tudor period. Today the 

mill is best know for its association with the author JRR 

Tolkien who spent part of his childhood nearby and who 

used the site and its surroundings as the inspiration for 

the Shire in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.

MILLING 

Every Wed and Sun, 12-4pm, 

Admission charge applies for non-members

Volunteer millers use the mill machinery to produce 

flour and talk about the mill’s history. 

SECOND HAND BOOK SALE
First Sun of every month, 12-4pm, Free entry for all

Find your next page-turner on the first Sunday of every 

month.

OUTDOOR SUNDAY: MAKE A BOAT
Sun 25 May, 12-4pm, £1 per child, Admission charge 

to mill applies for non-members

Make your own boat and sail it on the millpond.

OUTDOOR SUNDAY: 
FATHER’S DAY POND DIPPING
Sun 15 June, 1-4pm, £1 per child, Fathers visiting with 

children get into the mill free, Admission charge to mill 

applies for non-members

Fish for creepy crawlies and examine them under the 

microscope.

OUTDOOR SUNDAY: BUTTERFLY DAY
Sun 20 July, 10.30am-4pm, £2 per child, Admission 

charge to mill applies for non-members

10.30am – 12.30pm: Join a ranger-led butterfly walk.

12-4pm: See a stunning Victorian butterfly collection 

and make bamboo butterflies. 

OUTDOOR SUNDAY: MAKE A KITE
Sun 17 August, 12-4pm, £2 per child, Admission 

charge to mill applies for non-members

Make a kite and fly it in the field by the mill. 

Museum of the 
Jewellery Quarter

Sarehole Mill



Soho Avenue, off Soho Road, Handsworth, 

Birmingham, B18 5LB

Open Tues-Sun 12-4pm

Entry charges apply to non-members

Soho House was home of industrialist and entrepreneur 

Matthew Boulton from 1766 to 1809. Carefully 

restored, this fashionable Georgian house features 

period room interiors with fine collections of ormolu, 

silver, furniture and paintings.

YUMMY BRUMMIE
Monday 5 May, 12-4pm, Free entry to both sites

Eat your way through history here and at the Museum 

of the Jewellery Quarter. 

POWER UP! 
Monday 26 May, 12-4pm, Free entry to the house

See a traction engine in full steam and ride a model train. 

Alwold Road, Weoley Castle, Birmingham B29 5RJ 

Open on selected days only. Guided tours available. 

Free from viewing area every day. 

Weoley Castle was a medieval manor house built 700 years 

ago. Today it is an important ruin in peaceful surroundings.

HISTORICAL DAY SCHOOL: THE LORDS OF 
DUDLEY AND A LICENCE TO CRENELATE
Sat 14 June, 10am-4pm, £15 per person 

Study day celebrating the 750th anniversary of the Battle 

of Lewes. Pre-booking required. Call 0121 348 8160. 

KNIGHT SCHOOL AND LIVING HISTORY EVENT
Sun 13 July, 1-4pm, Free entry

Meet some of the medieval occupants of the Castle 

and find out if you have what it takes to be a knight!

Millennium Point, Birmingham, B4 7XG

Open daily 10:00am – 5:00pm

Admission charges apply

Thinktank is a fun and fascinating museum of science 

and discovery, with more than 200 hands-on exhibits 

over four floors and a digital Planetarium.

BIRMINGHAM CAFé SCIENTIFIQUE
The first Tuesday of every month from 6:30pm at the 

Jekyll & Hyde (upstairs Gin Palour) 28 Steelhouse Lane, 

Birmingham, B4 6BJ. Cafes Scientifique are informal and 

lively discussion events around contemporary science 

issues. For further details visit www.thinktank.ac

ANIMATE IT!
Opened 12 April 2014, 

Included in Thinktank ticket price

Visit the new Aardman Animate It! studio and become an 

animator. Find out how moving images are created and 

star in your own Shaun the Sheep stop motion animation.

COME CREATE
24 May – 7 September 2014, 

Included in Thinktank ticket price

Inspired by the philosophy of the making and tinkering 

movement, ‘Come Create’ will inspire visitors to explore 

and demonstrate their creativity through displays, 

hands-on interactives and fun activities. The exhibition 

will be accompanied by a programme of workshops 

and activities for the whole family.

For more information on all events, exhibitions and 

other activities, visit www.birminghammuseums.org.uk
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Soho House

Weoley Castle

Thinktank Birmingham 
Science Museum
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In The Area
Exhibitions & Days Out

University of Birmingham 

Edgbaston 

Birmingham B15 2TS 

United Kingdom

Tel: 0121 414 7333

www.barber.org.uk

CHINESE LIVES IN BIRMINGHAM
17 May – 8 June 2014. 

The origins and rich culture of Birmingham’s diverse 

Chinese community is explored in this display. Based 

on material from recorded interviews and documentary 

research, it will tell the stories of individuals as well as 

examining the development of the community from the 

1950s. With the help of a slideshow, the display will 

also look at teh preservation of the community’s culture 

through festivals, traditions and Chinese schools. It 

will also focus on the experience of settling down and 

establishing new lives, and the reflections of British-

born Chinese people on living with a dual identity. 

Project content, including the full interviews, will be 

uploaded to the blog http://chineselivesinbirmingham.

com/blog/.

LAST IMPRESSIONS
6 June - 28 September 2014. 

From etchings to a plasticine print, Lasting Impressions 

brings together works that document the renaissance 

of the portrait print from the early 20th century to 

the present day. By the late 1800s, printmaking had 

undergone such monumental technological changes 

that its status had sunk to that of mere reproduction. 

However, in response, traditional techniques were 

revived by many artists, who produced prints that could 

stand for themselves as works of art. In the later 20th 

century, more experimental and unorthodox methods 

were explored, often with dramatic results/

This exhibition explores how artists including Eric Gill, 

Oskar Kokoschka and Richard Hamilton have used 

different print processes to convey the personalities 

and circumstances of sitters as colourful as Quentin 

Crisp, Lucian Freud, Frank Bruno, Robert Plant - and 

even an entire House of Commons – and also their 

relationships with the artist portraying them. The prints 

will be accompanied by a range of printmaking tools 

and books from the University’s Cadbury Research 

Library and Research and Cultural Collections, 

for which some of the artists featured produced 

illustrations. Co-curated by postgraduate students from 

the University’s Art History, Film and Visual Studies 

department, the display is the third a collaborative 

series with the National Portrait Gallery, London.

CONVERSATIONS
13 June - 5 October 2014. 

Featuring stunning works by Rembrandt, Goya, 

Cezanne and Picasso, this display spans four centuries 

of portrait printmaking. It explores the different 

compositional approaches, styles and techniques 

adopted by artists that contribute to an evolving 

dialogue about the purpose and practice of portraiture. 

Organized to complement the exhibition ‘Lasting 

Impressions’, the portraits are arranged in pairs to 

encourage the comparison of the individual artistic 

responses to the fundamental challenges of creating a 

likeness through the print medium

A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT
13 June - 26 October 2014. 

To coincide with this summer’s display of 17th-century 

seascapes, this selection of works on paper travels 

upstream to highlight the importance of rivers in 

everyday life. Featuring prints and drawings by, or after, 

artists such as Wenceslas Hollar, Turner, Whistler and 

Max Klinger, the display explored themes of leisure and 

entertainment, but also the pervasive impact of rivers on 

settlement, farming and industry. However, there is more 

The Barber Institute
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to water than simple functionality, and this display also 

delves into its symbolic and allegorical nature.

FAITH & FORTUNE
Until Sunday 30 November 2014. 

Coins have always provided a stage on which the 

dramas of religion and politics, statehood and rebellion, 

marriage and succession, and triumph and desperation 

are played.

In the early 7th-century, the East Roman Emperor 

Herakleios requisitioned silver from Constantinople’s 

churches to pay his army. The coins bore the petition ‘God 

help the Romans’. A generation later the leader of the 

first Muslim Empire, the Umayyad Caliph Abd Al-Malik, 

created a gold coinage emblazoned with Islamic verse, 

establishing a blueprint for Muslim coinage for centuries. 

The origins, meanings and manufacturing processes of 

coinage in the neighbouring Byzantine and early Muslim 

empires are explored in this exhibition, while both beautiful 

and sacred, it also reflect how attitudes to depicting 

religious subjects differ between Islam and Christianity. The 

relationship between these two empires was characterised 

by a constant dialogue of trade, intellectual exchange and 

military confrontation. This display explores how currency 

was used by each to assert cultural difference and promote 

its own concept of the divine.

Curated by Rebecca Darley and Daniel Reynolds, with 

Ali Miynat and Maria Vrij.

Broadway Village

Worcestershire

30th May – 15th June 2014

With the theme of ‘Changing Times’ we look back 100 

years to the era before the Great War - a Golden Age, 

but also a time of social, political and industrial upheaval.

Amidst the charm of our lovely Cotswold village, we 

will present art exhibitions, painting demonstrations 

and master classes, garden tours, musical events and 

eminent speakers. 

The new Ashmolean Museum Broadway will host 

a special exhibition of John Singer Sargent’s work 

previously not shown publicly; there will be an Open 

Art Competition, art and music activities for village 

schoolchildren, fringe events - even a cricket match!

To see the full programme of events and book tickets 

visit our website www.broadwayartsfestival.com

Tickets also available until 26th May from the Everyman 

Box Office on 01242 691190 or from the 27th May 

buy in person only at the Festival Booking Office at the 

Ashmolean Museum Broadway. n

Berkley Street

Birmingham

B1 2LF

Tel: 0121 616 6500

www.cbso.co.uk

STRAUSS AND SHAKESPEARE
Wednesday 18 June 2014 at 7.30pm. 

Richard Strauss wasn’t one to throw the baby out with 

the bathwater. His extraordinary Symphonia Domestica 

is a no-holds-barred musical diary of a day with the 

Strauss family, from morning lie-in through to bathtime 

for baby! It’s hilarious, heartwarming, and utterly OTT, 

and Andris Nelsons can’t wait to conduct it. First, 

though, come two enchanting classics - one a much-

loved favourite, one freshly-written for the soprano 

Barbara Hanningan, but both inspired by the magic of 

Shakespeare.
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CONVERSATIONS
13 June - 5 October 2014. 
The Barber Institute
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BEETHOVEN’S EMPEROR CONCERTO
Thursday 19 June 2014 at 2.15pm. 

“What could be more serious than family life?” 

asked Richard Strauss, and promptly composed his 

extraordinary Symphonia Domestica: a wonderfully 

over-the-top celebration of family life in all its splashy 

glory - from the baby’s bathtime through to a date-

night for mum and dad! It’s heartwarming, humorous 

and irresistibly tuneful. Andris Nelsons can’t wait to 

conduct it; an unexpected but surprisingly suitable 

match for Beethoven’s majestic Emperor Concerto, 

played by a true poet amongst British pianists.

Severn Street

Worcester 

WR1 2ND

Tel: 01905 21247

www.museumofroyalworcester.org

MEET AND WATCH MASTER 
GILDER AT WORK
Every Tuesday and Friday, 10am – 3pm.

Master Gilder Ken Russell can be found working in 

the Georgian gallery. Ken is an ex Royal Worcester 

Artist with over 40 years of experience. He takes his 

inspiration from the Dudley Service and specialises in 

creating intricate jewelled pieces of work. His work is 

available for sale from the Museum shop and Ken is 

also pleased to accept private commissions. On rare

WE WORKED AT THE PORCELAIN
Until 1 August 2014, 10am – 5pm. 

This exhibition is focusing on some of Royal Worcester’s 

many craftsmen and women. The exhibition is made up 

of images of employees from the last 60 years of the 

factory’s operation, from all areas and departments. All 

the people in the photographs are currently unidentified 

and the museum is asking for help to identify this last 

generation of the Royal Worcester family. Alongside the 

exhibition we have a programme of events including 

several free open days for former employees to come 

along and help identify the unknown stars of the display, 

as well as the chance to share their memories of working 

at ‘The Porcelain’. There will be a series of activities for all 

museum visitors, young and old alike, from children’s craft 

sessions to guided tours; there is something for everyone 

at the Museum of Royal Worcester.

MEET AND WATCH 
NADFAS CONSERVATORS
Every Wednesday, 10am – 3pm.

NADFAS Conservators can be found cleaning and 

covering rare archives in the museum’s 20th Century 

gallery. The work is carried out in a voluntary capacity 

and as many of the records were used regularly by the 

workforce and design department their work will ensure 

the records are retained in the best possible condition.

Lichfield St

Wolverhampton

WV1 1DU

Tel: 01902 552055

www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk

ALL IN A DAY’S WORK
Until Monday 5 May 2014. 

The Black Country was home to many large 

manufacturing companies that have now moved out, 

closed down or reduced production. Companies such 

as Goodyear, Courtaulds, Star Aluminium, Ever Ready, 

Stewarts and Lloyds, GKN, Rubery Owen, FH Lloyds and 

John Thompson employed thousands of local men and 

women and formed an important part of their lives and 

social culture. The exhibition provides a brief history 

of the companies in words and images and visitors are 

encouraged to share their own memories with us. 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery

Museum of Royal Worcester
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MUSIC, ART AND BEER
24 May - 21 June 2014. 

An exhibition of new visual works by five local artists 

celebrating music, art and beer.

A BIG BANG: THE ORIGINS OF THE POP ART 
COLLECTION, PART 1
Until 21 June 2014. 

The Pop Art collection at Wolverhampton Art Gallery 

began in the mid-sixties with the purchase of a print 

portfolio. In the last 50 years, this collection has become 

one of the strongest in the UK, with the addition of 

other stars of the Pop era including Andy Warhol, Roy 

Lichtenstein, David Hockney and Pauline Boty.

JUSTYNA PTAK - THE HOUSE
Until 12 July 2014. 

Justyna Ptak’s photographs seek to capture the 

significant and intangible in the everyday and are drawn 

from domestic, architectural and rural environments.

SENSING SCULPTURE
Until 31 December 2014. 

Following top-to-toe refurbishment in 2013, Sensing 

Sculpture features new sculptures as well as old favourites.

TRACED
Until 31 December 2014. 

This permanent exhibition traces the success of art and 

design in Wolverhampton and brings together works 

by local artists from our collection.

Foregate Street

Worcester, WR1 1DT 

Tel: 01905 25371

www.museumsworcestershire.org.uk

BARBARIANS: THE AGE OF IRON
Until 7 June 2014. 

Our Landscape is still dominated by the immense 

hillforts of the Iron Age. New research, stunning 

artefacts and prehistoric skeletons tell the story of 

Worcestershire over two thousand years ago. Kindly 

supported by Worcestershire Archaeological Society

SKYLIGHT LANDSCAPE BY 
PAUL NASH & DAVID PRENTICE
Until 5 July 2014. 

The Landscape of the Malvern Hills has long been a 

source of inspiration for artists. In Skylight Landscape, 

Malvern-based artist David Prentice brings together 

his own vibrant paintings with those of Paul Nash, 

the most evocative landscape painter of the twentieth 

century. Join a curator of the first Tuesday of the month 

at 3.pm to hear more about objects in the collection 

that relate to this exhibition. Just £2 per person, no 

booking required.

FANCY PANTS: A CELEBRATION 
OF STYLE 1920-1945
12 July - 13 September 2014. 

Showcasing the fabulous Museums Worcestershire 

costume colection, Fancy Pants includes glamorous 

gowns, party pieces and fashion on a ration, with a 

grand array of activities and events for all the family. To 

follow the exploration of the costume collection visit 

celebrationofstyle1920-45.blogspot.co.uk

FROM FERTILE GROUND
Until the end of December 2014. 

A changing programme of displays, projects and 

events in the old library space; exploring themes from 

the Natural World. Be inspired by gorgeous artworks, 

journey through layers of local geology and don’t miss 

the conservation of the newly acquired Bredon Hill 

Roman Coin Hoard.

Worcester Museum & Art Gallery
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Amongst the myriad of 

Birmingham Museum and Art 

Gallery’s (BMAG) works, a piece 

which combines “functional and 

engineering materials” is closest 

to Conservation Manager Deborah 

Cane’s heart. Transporter by Keiko 

Mukaide and Ronnie Watt, which 

was commissioned by the Friends 

and installed in 2012, hangs 

below the oculus leading to the 

History Galleries.

Transporter is at the top of 

Deborah’s list simply because it 

makes her happy each time she 

sees it. “The gentle movement 

of the piece is surprisingly 

fascinating and I enjoy watching 

the public stop to admire the 

piece and then suddenly say ‘did 

you see that, it’s moving’. I also 

enjoy the focal point it provides; 

friends and family gather 

under it to take pictures and to 

discuss where to visit next in the 

museum,” She smiles.

“The Friends,” Deborah explains, 

“commissioned the piece as part 

of their 80th anniversary which 

also coincided with the opening 

of the Birmingham History 

Galleries. The artwork is created 

to suspend within and around the 

circumference of the oculus sized 

opening which allows light to 

flood through.” 

The concept of ‘illumination 

through art’ can be used as a 

metaphor for the Friends group 

and the support it provides for 

BMAG in the variety of roles 

it undertakes. For example, 

Deborah reveals the extent to 

which volunteers and their work 

truly help her department: “The 

Conservation Department has 

had financial support to purchase 

reference books and specialist 

storage environments for objects. 

“We also have Friends volunteer 

within the Department to support 

particular aspects of the work, 

for example, the reconstruction 

of the Aston bed cover which 

requires painstaking stitch work 

to couch the original to a support 

backing, light monitoring of the 

galleries and the inputting of 

historical paper data files onto the 

electronic data system.”

And they are also responsible for 

commissioning the Conservation 

Manager’s favourite piece. “It 

makes me smile when I see it; it is 

a beautiful use of functional and 

engineering materials to create 

a piece of art. The light from 

above falls onto the piece but also 

through the piece, creating an 

uplifting feeling.”

Along similar lines, Deborah 

would recommend the items in 

the Industrial Gallery, not only for 

their historical impact but also for 

the original iron work contained 

within. Otherwise she lists the 

view of The Sultanganji Buddha 

as a must-see amongst the many 

and varied items within BMAG’s 

extensive collection. “However, if 

you are ever in Washington DC 

at the National Gallery, visit the 

Multiverse by Leo Villareal, the 

underground LED lit walkway to 

the east building,” she adds. n

By Jane Kubiesa

Transporter - 2012
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Curator’s
Choice

Deborah Cane, Conservation Manager, 
divulges her passion for uplifting art.
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Keiko Mukaide and Ronnie Watt, Transporter, 2012, Presented 

by the Friends of Birmingham Museums 2012. Transporter was 

commissioned by the Friends to mark their 80th anniversary.
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It is home to thousands of artefacts and collections 

and it carries an ever-changing selection of some of the 

best pieces of art Birmingham has to offer. The MCC, 

in Nechells, provides much more than a safe haven 

for works not on display in the second city’s museums 

and galleries, it also acts as a treasure trove of pieces 

supported by the Friends of Birmingham Museums Trust 

just waiting to be discovered.

Commenting on his most memorable Friends’ pieces, 

Collections Manager Phil Watson says: “Certainly in the 

past the Friends have contributed towards coins and all 

the coin collection is stored at the MCC.” But it is the 

ancient Peruvian effigy jar presented by the Friends in 1939 

that immediately springs to mind for Phil. This piece, he 

explained, is in the form of a painted man with a jaguar 

headdress and is thought to come from Chan Chan.

Heritage Site Focus
Museum Collections Centre
25 Dollman Street, Birmingham, B7 4RQ.
Opening times: The Museums Collections Centre (MCC) is open from 1:30pm – 
3:30pm on the last Friday of each month, but these must be booked in advance 
by calling 0121 348 8267. The MCC will hold its next public open day on Sunday 
14 September 2014 from 11am until 5pm. Everyone is welcome to attend and 
booking is not required.
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The MCC acts as a base for researchers and an archive 

for curators selecting items for exhibitions but it also 

plays host to visits from members of the public giving 

a unique opportunity to look behind the scenes of 

BMAG. This accessibility was a significant element in 

its set up as Phil points out: “We made a deliberate 

attempt to make the store publicly accessible because a 

lot of the museum collection items in storage are never 

seen by the public.” Members of the Friends have been 

on both sides of this move towards greater accessibility 

of the collections: touring the site as visitors; assisting 

with staffing the MCC on open days; and supporting 

the all-important documentation process. “Over the 

years and currently there have been lots of Friends 

volunteers who have been involved in documentation 

work and this is a job that is never finished as there is 

always more to say about an object. As time goes on, 

more and more information is added so it’s an ongoing 

process,” Phil states.

When asked what MCC developments Friends would 

most be interested in at the moment, the Collections 

Manager answers without hesitation: the HS2 high 

speed rail link. He says: “We’re currently looking at the 

implications of HS2 which passes literally within a few 

metres of the MCC and it may well not be possible 

for us to operate while the construction is going on, 

which would obviously be a big blow. We are still in 

discussions with HS2 so it’s kind of ‘watch this space’ 

for the impact it might have on MCC.”

In the meantime, Phil would urge people to pay the 

MCC a visit to discover its wealth of treasures. He 

promises that within the collection of more than 

800,000 items there is something of interest to 

everyone, from Austin and Rover cars, the more than 

100,000 insect specimens and 35,000 stamps to the 

wealth of pieces showcasing the history of the Friends’ 

involvement with the museum. “Whatever you are 

interested in, you could find it here. My favourite 

object literally changes every day,” he adds. n

By Jane Kubiesa



9    **   AV Room Talk - The Ultimatum by David Johnson 

27   *    Luncheon Club – Andy Horn - Marvellous Machines: Wonderful World of Rowland Emett (1)

30   *    Broadway - Ashmolean and Snowshill NT

6    *    Luncheon Club -  Lisa Beauchamp - For The Record (1) 

10   *    Evening Talk - ‘Red Carpet’ - Pogus Caesar

17   *    Luncheon Club -  Lisa Beauchamp - For The Record (2) 

22   *    Blakesley Hall Garden Party

24   *    LLangollen Canal Boat Trip and Erddig NT

24   *    Evening Talk - ‘Symmetry in Sculpture: Exploring New Work by Zarah Hussain’ - Dr Rebecca Bridgman

8     *    Evening Talk - ‘Blakesley Hall: Stories from the Past’ - Jane McArdle

11   *    Guided Tour (120) – Jane Howell - ‘A Little of What You Fancy’ 

15   *    Evening Talk - ‘Marvellous Machines: The Wonderful World of Rowland Emett’ - Andy Horn

18   *    Luncheon Club – Andy Horn - Marvellous Machines: Wonderful World of Rowland Emett (2)

22   *    Friends Annual General Meeting

18   +    Annual Lecture - Rita McLean

26-29  *    Newcastle Weekend

10   +    Guided Tour (121) – Jane Howell – WW1 Centenary

*     Details are enclosed with this mailing, and application forms are included in 

    posted versions of this magazine (See note on page 6) 

**    Fully booked, sorry 

+     Dates for your diary, no applications in this mailing 

#     Included in a previous mailing, but still some places available 

$     These events are not arranged by the Friends, applications are not included

Friends'
Diary Dates
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Friends’
Dutch Art Trip

‘Royal Showpieces, a royal encounter with Dutch design’ 
exhibition at Het Loo Palace

Keukenhof Gardens




