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As I write, we are in the middle of an amazing heat wave, making me feel as if I
am on holiday however hard I am trying to work. This reminds me that when I am
on holiday I often visit local museums and find them to be very varied, not only in
content, but also in presentation. After my visit, I find myself pondering what they were
aiming to tell me, or in what way they were trying to challenge my thinking.
If you were on holiday in Birmingham, I wonder
what you would think of our museums. They are so
varied, with different stories to tell and constantly
changing exhibitions to capture our interest. We need
to remember how fortunate we are with the Trust’s
curatorial staff, who not only look after the permanent
collections, but also develop exciting exhibitions that
challenge us to see in new ways. These exhibitions
are not only large-scale professional exhibitions in the
Gas Hall and Water Hall, or smaller scale exhibitions
at the Heritage Sites, but also include, for example, a
recent stunning exhibition by two students working for
their Arts Masters degree, or in the community gallery,
recent exhibitions of work by prisoners, people with
disabilities and people with mental health issues.
In these difficult financial times, we must never take
for granted the development, on-going research and
innovative interpretation of the Trust’s collections.
As Friends, we must play our part in supporting and
promoting the high quality and varied programme of
events put on by these inspiring curators or encouraged
by them. We are privileged to be able to learn from
and debate with them. Long may it continue!
On another note, it is the time of year when we
say goodbye to valued members of the Friends’
Committee. Three are leaving this year – they will all
be greatly missed. Ian Reaves, who has been my Vice
Chair ever since I took up this role, Dr Jennifer Young,
a longstanding member of the Committee, and Carol
Miller, who has been with us for five years. We will be
very sad to see them go but are grateful for all their
contributions over the years. All are remaining Friends,
so we hope to see them at events and to continue to
benefit from their enthusiastic support.
I am also delighted that our new Volunteer
Coordinator, Shana Fidalgo, is settling into her role
so well. She is full of energy and ideas and with the

support and guidance of Yvonne Warner, is putting
our volunteering on a much more professional basis.
Shana and Yvonne are liaising closely with the Trust’s
Volunteer Coordinator to minimise any possible
confusion or duplication of effort.
As I write, we have had two of our Friends’ sponsored
Open Evenings at BMAG which are proving a great
success. We had 90 visitors at the first evening and 145
at the second. We actively sought evaluation on both
occasions and were able to implement many of the
suggestions made at the first evening for the second.
I shall report more after the third evening has taken
place at the beginning of August. Thanks to everyone
who helped us on these evenings, especially Rebecca
(Xuemeng) Li, who is on placement with us from Warwick
University and worked tirelessly on both occasions.

If the good weather continues, don’t forget Thinktank
now has the wonderful Science Garden which is a
delight, even for adults! The ‘Pirates’ exhibition, if you
haven’t been yet, is also great fun for adults as well
as youngsters. There is much humour in the detail, as
we have come to expect from the makers of ‘Wallace
and Gromit’. And all the Heritage Sites have wonderful
outside areas too. Enjoy!
With every good wish for a happy, fulfilling and warm
summer. n
Deborah de Haes
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Forthcoming
Friends' Events
Event Applications

orchard at Attingham Park into an excellent example
of a late 18th century kitchen garden estate. There are
lovely walks alongside the River Tern.

For Friends’ Members the event applications will
be included as a supplement in the centre of this

In the afternoon we will coach to Shrewsbury where

magazine.

you can take the Town Walking Tour, look at the shops
or find a nice tea room for a sit down. Copies of the

Note: Where applicable, if you are not a member and

Walking Tour, which include a map, will be handed out

would like to apply for one of our events, send a letter

on the coach.

to the address on page 4 stating the Event Name(s),
your name, address, telephone number, how many

Cost: £23 – Includes coach, driver’s tip, tour of the

places, the cost, the pickup point if a coach trip and

Mansion. Note: Entrance to Attingham is not included

any other relevant information. Include a cheque for

– NT members bring your card, non NT Members pay

the total amount made out to FBMAG unless otherwise

on the day.

stated. Please also include a S.A.E. for the return of
Pickup Points: Yateley Road @ 8:45am, Chest Clinic,

your tickets.

Gt Charles St @ 9:00am.

Attingham Park (NT)
and Shrewsbury
Friday 20 September 2013. Five generations of
spenders, savers and saviours have loved or neglected
this great estate which is set between Shrewsbury
and the River Severn. The Mansion is at the heart of

This event is open to non-members - see note on page 6.

The Extraordinary Leek
Embroidery Society Exhibition
Friday 30 August 2013. We shall be visiting The Nicholson
Museum & Art Gallery in Leek to view the exhibition of

the estate and is set in beautiful parkland designed to

fascinating pieces and original designs of textiles by the

impress. Home to a wide range of wildlife, the main

Leek Embroidery Society. The Leek Embroidery Society

highlights on the estate include the Deer Park, the

was founded in 1879 by Elizabeth Wardle, a renowned

Walled Garden and miles of beautiful walks.

needlewoman who produced fine ecclesiastical pieces.
We will discover the needlewomen who stitched them

On arrival at Attingham we will have private tours of the

and the famous designers who created them. We shall

mansion. Highlights will include the dining room set for

have a talk in the morning giving us the background to

an evening banquet, and the contrasting decoration of

the exhibits and lunch will be provided at the Foxlowe

the Feminine Boudoir with the Masculine Octagon Room.

Arts Centre. In the afternoon we will be free to view

The Picture Gallery that was designed by Nash is currently

the exhibition and also St Edward’s Church where other

having its roof repaired, there is still access through the

embroideries will be on show.

room and that will give you a good idea of the extent
of the work. There is an interesting exhibition about

Cost: £32 – Includes coach, driver’s tip, talk and lunch.

restorations on the upper floor and through a nearby
window you can also look down on the roofworks.

Pickup Points: Yateley Road @ 8:45am, Chest Clinic,
Gt Charles St @ 9:00am.

Since 2006 a dedicated team of staff and volunteers
have been restoring the walled garden, frameyard and
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This event is open to non-members - see note on page 6.

Friends’ Annual Lecture

note that this event is open to non-members - see note
on page 6. Underground car parking will be available.
Please indicate on the application form if required.

Wednesday 16 October 2013. The Friends’ Annual
Lecture this year is entitled ‘Late but Great: Two End of
Career Masterpieces by Sir Joshua Reyolds’. It will be

Evening Talks at Edmunds

given by Nicola Kalinsky, Director of the Barber Institute

We will meet at Edmunds at 6.30pm, which is on the

of Fine Arts since January 2013.

corner of Newhall Street and Edmund Street, for the
talk, discussions, a glass of wine and pizza. The talks

Prior to her appointment Nicola worked for fifteen

will finish at 8:30pm.

years at the Scottish National Portrait Gallery in
Edinburgh as Deputy Director and Chief Curator

Cost: £9 (£12 non-members).

where she was responsible for a major redisplay of
the collections as part of the gallery’s multi-million

Handsworth Riots 1985 – Pogus Caesar

pound refurbishment. Before her move to Scotland,
Nicola was Keeper of Dulwich Picture Gallery and then
Curator of the College Art Collections at University
College London.
Last October Birmingham Museums acquired Sir Joshua
Reynolds’s magnificent portrait of Dr John Ash, painted
in 1788, then, a few months later, an outstanding
double portrait by Reynolds of Maria and William
Gideon, (brother and sister, children of Sir Samson
Gideon, later Baron Eardley of Spalding) of around
the same date was allocated by HM Government

Handsworth Riots: Birmingham.
1985 Pogus Caesar/OOM Gallery Archive

to the Barber Institute of Fine Art. Using these two

Monday 9 September, 6:30-8:30pm. What is now

spectacular but quite different examples, this lecture

known as the Handsworth Riots lasted from 9 – 11

will consider the concept of ‘late style’ within an

September 1985. In the aftermath, well over 1500

artist’s career: does maturity encourage innovation?

police officers were drafted into the area and 50 shops

Can experience compensate for the diminishment of

were either burnt or looted. Damage to property

physical abilities? By 1788 Reynolds could look back to

was estimated at hundreds of thousands of pounds,

over three decades of success, but this was really the

35 people were injured or hospitalised, 2 people

last year of his professional activity and, barely four

unaccounted for and tragically 2 people lost their lives.

years later, one of England’s greatest portrait painters

Unfortunately some memories and crimes will never

was dead.

be forgotten or forgiven. Even today many people still
question themselves and each other: ‘how could a tiny

We will meet in the Round Room from 6:15pm for tea/

spark turn into such a gigantic flame?’

coffee and biscuits, and then proceed to the Council
Chamber for the lecture at 7:30pm. The cost for the

Birmingham film maker and photographer Pogus

evening will be £13.00.

Caesar found himself in the centre of the riots and
managed to document the event. The stark black and

An Application form is included in this magazine. Please

white photographs featured provide a rare, valuable
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and historical record of the raw emotion, heartbreak

They used photography as a source for their paintings,

and violence that unfolded during those dark and

a means which enabled the artists to objectively

fateful days in September 1985.

represent the world around them. The resulting works
appear photographic but more importantly question

There will also be a screening of the BBC ‘Inside Out’

what and how we see – is what the camera records

“Portrait Of The Handsworth Riots 1985 - Pogus Caesar”.

a true representation of reality? The movement drew
upon imagery of consumer culture within Pop Art and

Sarehole Mill - A working mill once again -

its reference and use of mechanical forms of creative

Irene de Boo

production and also reacted against the subjectivity of

Tuesday 24 September, 6:30-8:30pm. Sarehole Mill

Abstract Expressionism which was the dominant art

is one of only two surviving working watermills in

movement in the US at this period.

Birmingham. Over the winter of 2012-13 the mill
has undergone a major £450,000 restoration and

This international touring exhibition is the first major

refurbishment project. The works consisted of desilting

survey exhibition of this artistic movement and

and restoring the historic millpond and its sluice

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery is the only UK

gates, the refurbishment of the Grade II listed mill

venue. The exhibition includes our ‘White Chevy – Red

building, new millstones and milling furniture, and the

Trailor’ by the Birmingham artist John Salt, as well as all

restoration of the Victorian bakehouse with its original

the major artists associated with the movement. Many of

oven dating from the 1850s. This illustrated talk by

the works are from private collections and have not been

Irene de Boo, Curator Manager at Blakesley Hall,

seen in the UK before. It is particularly pertinent that this

Sarehole Mill and Weoley Castle, will look at some of

exhibition comes to the West Midlands with its industrial

the challenges faced during the refurbishment project

and car manufacturing heritage as much of the American

but will also pay ample attention to the fascinating

artists’ works depict the cars, motorbikes and metal

history of this mill and its millers over the centuries.

surfaces of the shiny suburban world of 60s America.

George Catlin: American Indian Portraits -

Andy Horn (Exhibitions Manager) will give you an

Katie Hall

exclusive insight into what the exhibition will contain

Tuesday 1 October, 6:30-8:30pm. George Catlin was

before it opens on 30 November.

a 19th century American painter, ethnographer and
showman who produced the most comprehensive series of
Native American portraits in existence. At a time of great

Friends Guided Tours

change in America he set out to record what he believed

These tours are exclusive to Friends and cost £8. Please

to be a vanishing people. He toured these portraits as the

note that Lunch is not included in these events (see

‘Indian Gallery’, first in America and then Europe, including

Luncheon Clubs).

to Birmingham in the 1840s. Join Exhibitions Officer Katie
Hall to hear more about this fascinating man and the

Guided Tour (116) ‘Birmingham at War’

‘George Catlin: American Indian Portraits’ exhibition.

by Jane Howell
Friday 6 September 2013. Up in the History Galleries

Photorealism exhibition - 50 Years of

and starting with the Battle of Birmingham in 1643, in

Hyperrealistic Painting - Andy Horn

this tour we shall trace Birmingham’s involvement with

Tuesday 19 November, 6:30-8:30pm. In the late 1960s

warfare for the following three centuries. You may find

a group of artists emerged in the US that produced

one or two surprises along the way! We will meet in

realistic depictions of everyday objects and scenes.

the Round Room at 11am.
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Luncheon Clubs

Modern biographies are few and far between, and
fictional works about the Restoration often concentrate
on Charles’s relationships with his many mistresses

The talks take about an hour and then we go to the

rather than on his undoubted, if unfaithful, love for

Edwardian Tea Room for lunch. (You will need to bring

Catherine. David intends to attempt to redress the

your ticket for the lunch.) Luncheon Clubs are exclusive

balance by describing her whole life, including her time

to Friends and cost: £14. You may attend the talk

in England after Charles’ death, and also her important

without having the lunch at a cost of £9.

contribution to the well-being of her native land after
her return to Portugal.

‘Finding Your Fortune’ by Jane Hornby
Tuesday 8 October 2013. This tour will be in the

The talk will be illustrated by pictures from the

Birmingham History Galleries, looking at the type of

period. While the beauty of the mistresses will be well

industries available to work in if you arrived in the

represented, David will also attempt to convey some of

city in the 18th and 19th centuries. A closer look at

the unique atmosphere of both the Restoration court,

some of the industries such as button and buckle

with its fashion, its scurrilous gossip and its politics,

manufacture, the steel nib pen, tortoiseshell and papier

and the perilous state of Portugal as she faced the

mache production will show how these decorative

threat of Spanish re-occupation.

items helped to make Birmingham a ‘City of a
Thousand Trades’ and ‘Toymaker of the World’.

Cost: £9.

Friends will meet in the Round Room at 11:00am.

We will meet in the AV Room at the rear of Gas Hall at
10:30am for tea/coffee, the talk will start at 11:00am.

‘George Catlin: American Indian Portraits’
by Katie Hall

This event is open to non-members - see note on page 6.

Tuesday 24 September & Friday 4 October 2013.
George Catlin was a 19th century American painter,
ethnographer and showman who produced the most

Friends’ Discussion Group

comprehensive series of Native American portraits in

‘Literature in Art’

existence. At a time of great change in America he

Wednesday 25 September 2013. During the

set out to record what he believed to be a vanishing

meeting, which will be led by Sharon Tavener, we

people. For more information about this exhibition see

will be considering sitters who are engrossed in a

Evening Events 1 October on page 8.

book, depicted in art works such as The Young Poet
by Hughes and The Last Chapter by Braithwaite

Friends will meet in the Round Room at 11:00am.

AV Room Talks

We will meet in the Round Room at 11:30am.

‘The life and times of Catherine of Braganza’
by David Johnson
Tuesday 29 October 2013. Catherine of Braganza,
wife of Charles II, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland
and Infanta of Portugal is arguably the Queen least
known by the general public in her adopted country.
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Cost: £5 (£6 non-members)

Heritage Sites
Sarehole Mill – Tours and Talks

• All travel will be by coach, the channel will be
crossed using the Eurotunnel
• Our Tour Manager will be with us for all excursions

Wednesday 18 September 2013, 2:00pm - 4:00pm.
Chris Rice, Head of Heritage Services, and Irene de

• Our hotel will be the 4* Park Hotel in Molenstraat,

Boo, Curator Manager, will lead an exclusive tour of

The Hague. 3 nights half board, 2 nights with meals at

Sarehole Mill and talk about the recent restoration of

a nearby restaurant and one night on a B & B basis

the site. The tour will include a demonstration of the
milling machinery if there is sufficient water in the

• Included visits to: Centrum Vermeer Delft, Gemeente

pond.

Museum (With 100 of the best from the currently
being refurbished Mauritshuis), Het Loo Palace National

Also, as an optional extra, if time and weather permits

Museum, Keukenhof Flower Festival, Kröller-Müller

Chris and Irene will lead a walk into nearby Moseley

Museum, the Panorama Mesdag, Stedelijk Museum het

Bog for those Friends who might be interested. (Please

PrinsenHof and the Van Gogh Museum

note Moseley Bog is a nature reserve and a ten minute
walk from Sarehole Mill and so sensible footwear is

• Plus Guided Tours of: Amsterdam, the Rijksmuseum

recommended).

after its 10 year renovation, Frans Hals Museum, the
Kröller-Müller Museum and Rubens House Antwerp

We will meet at Sarehole Mill, Cole Bank Road, B13
0BD, (the No. 11 bus and the No. 5 bus from stop MS6

More details and Application Forms will be published in

in Carr’s Lane pass the Mill).

the Autumn edition of Artefacts.

Cost: £9, includes tea/coffee and biscuits.

Dates For Your Diary
BIRMINGHAM’S NEW LIBRARY
Tuesday 5 and Friday 22 November 2013. We have
arranged two tours on each of the days.
HOLLAND & THE DUTCH MASTERS
Tuesday 8 – Monday 14 April 2014. Dutch painting
was among the most acclaimed in the world during
the 17th century, ‘The Golden Age’. We will be based
in The Hague, the seat of the Dutch government,
with its many monuments and historic districts. The
Hague is also known as ‘the city of peace and justice’
and is called ‘the residence city’ because of the many
members of the Dutch Royal Family who reside in its
chic neighbourhoods.
Self-portrait Vincent van Gogh, 1887,
Image courtesy of Rijksmuseum
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Stanley planting a tree at Blakesley Hall on
26 June 2011 to celebrate the Friends’ 80th birthday
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STANLEY SELLERS

31 December 1933 — 5 April 2013
Honorary Vice-President (2008); Friends of
Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery
Stanley was born in Bordesley Green and educated

term Conductor of the Birmingham Bach Choir.

in Birmingham. At 17, he enrolled in the Birmingham

Their home in Solihull was a happy and welcoming

School of Architecture, after graduating in 1955,

environment to their many and varied friendships. They

he joined Coventry City Council, moving 4 years

were great supporters of CBSO and Birmingham Royal

later to join James A Roberts Associates; who were

Ballet and Sir Peter and Lady Knight were friends as

the designers of the Rotunda and had their offices

were Benjamin Britten, Peter Pears and Imogen Holst.

on the top floor. He stayed with them for 21 years
subsequently moving to the ISH Partnership for a

He was extraordinarily knowledgeable and interesting

further 11 years up to his retirement. Stanley’s list of

to talk to on a host of subjects, never losing his

major architectural projects is large and varied; and

enthusiasm and interest in the world about him, he

includes Mander Centre in Wolverhampton with, at the

will be sadly missed by many. A week before he died

time, a controversial Barbara Hepworth bronze which

he told one of his cousin’s he had had a wonderful life,

won a Civic Trust Award; the Solihull Library and Arts

had met many great, good and famous people and

Centre which won a Civic Trust Commendation; The

that, ’that’s not bad for a boy from the back streets of

Loft Theatre in Leamington Spa; Wrexham Library and

Birmingham’.

Arts Centre, as well as a whole range of buildings in
Solihull and Birmingham City Centre.

Stanley has made a very generous and significant
bequest to Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery that is

He was also a talented and respected potter in his own

both a testament to his commitment to the Museum

right, a passionate connoisseur, collector of the visual and

and also to his extraordinary life, his excellent ‘eye’, his

applied arts, and an incredibly well informed music lover.

intelligence and incredible knowledge.

In his 20s Stanley was a frequent visitor to St Ives and

It is hoped that next year there will be an exhibition

was a close friend of Barbara Hepworth, as well as

based on his bequest.

socialising with Bernard Leach and many others from
within the St Ives ‘School’.

At Stanley’s request his family sold his pottery collection
and the proceeds from this sale were split between

He was a member of the Friends for many years,

Solihull Association for the Blind and the Friends of

later serving as Treasurer; he was created Honorary

Birmingham Museums. He also included the Friends

Vice-President in 2008. Stanley continued to support

as one of only two beneficiaries of donations in his

and advised on the Friends events and activities until

memory.

earlier this year. He was a passionate supporter of the
Graham Allen,

Museum and its work.

A Friend as well as a
Stanley had a supportive 44 year partnership with

Trustee of Birmingham Museums Trust

Richard Butt, a respected Radio3 Producer and long

SUMMER 2013
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Simon Cane

Interim Director of Birmingham Museums Trust
In my last report I reflected on what had been a successful and eventful first
year for Birmingham Museums Trust and I am pleased to say that we continue
to build on that success while preparing for change.
The cultural sector in general and the museums sector in

connecting with the world through social media with over

particular are working in a challenging financial climate

58,000 ‘followers’ on Facebook and Twitter. We launched

but I am determined that we prepare for success and

our own Birmingham Museums Quiz App and our videos

remain ambitious against that challenging backdrop. We

were viewed by over 12,000 people on YouTube and

know that there will be fewer resources available from

some 2.5 million people visited our websites.

the majority of our funders in future and that continued
support will go to those museums that demonstrate that

We have also had significant funding successes that

they are both adaptable and sustainable and who work

reflect the quality of the bids we have made and the

harder to deliver excellent services to their audiences. I

confidence of funders in our ability to deliver. I am sure

believe it was Seneca said something along the lines of

that many of you are aware that archeologists discovered

‘success is when opportunity meets preparation’ and I

some additional 80 items at the Staffordshire Hoard find

want to ensure that we are prepared for success and

site that were subsequently valued at £57,000 - not a

that Birmingham Museums Trust becomes a cultural

huge funding target but challenging none the less. On

beacon for the city, a beacon that sets Birmingham apart

the day that we publicised the finds and launched the

and which radiates the diversity, energy and enterprise

fund raising campaign I was contacted by Geoffrey Munn

of this great city. We are in a good position to capitalise

of Antiques Roadshow fame who is also a Director at

on the opportunities that are out there and I will take

Wartski jewellers. He had seen a piece on the BBC News

a little time here to reflect on our recent successes that

about the finds and offered the whole of the purchase

inform my optimistic view.

price as a donation on behalf of Wartski - a generous
and welcome offer that I accepted with alacrity. This

We once again welcomed one million visitors across our

offer illustrates the enduring power and fascination that

sites and if we take account of visitors who viewed our

the Hoard exerts and as I type we are arranging for the

collections on loan to overseas institutions that number

transfer of the new finds from the British Museum. At

nearly doubles. We have now delivered consistently

about the same time of this generous offer we were

high visitor numbers over the last five years and our

awaiting a response from HLF in regard of funding for the

challenge is to build from that base line to encourage

new Hoard gallery at BMAG and we were successful in

more Brummies to visit our sites on a more regular basis

securing £700,000 to support the development of that

as well as encourage those from the region and beyond

gallery. The good news did not stop there and a little over

our shores to take a closer look at Birmingham. Our

a week later we secured the remaining funds of £250,000

collections are truly in demand internationally and we

for the project following an application to the Garfield

need to look at encouraging those visitors who view

Weston Trust who generously supported the project. They

our collections on loan overseas to come to Birmingham

do say that good things come in threes but that was not

and discover our many treasures for themselves. We

the end of our success.

also welcomed or worked with over 120,000 school
children last year through our educational programme

We attended the Collect Art Fair where we were

and 250,000 people took part in activities and events

part of a competition to secure funding from the

offered across our sites. We have also been successful in

Contemporary Arts Society who make £70,000
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available to about a half a dozen participating

I think reflects how attitudes towards contemporary art

institutions. Each participant sends a couple of curators

have changed, no longer is it the preserve of the artistic

to the Fair who then select a work for their collections

elite. I brought my own nephews and nieces in to see

and make a ‘Dragons Den’ style pitch to a judging

it and it managed to hold their attention for more than

panel who decide if they will support the purchase

ten minutes which is an achievement in itself. We also

from the available fund. Rebecca Bridgman, Curator of

opened ‘The Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists!’ at

Asian Art and Martin Ellis, Curator of Decorative Art,

Thinktank which is going down very well with families

made a pitch for a piece by the artist Halima Cassell

who can explore Aardman’s wonderful creations, meet

who is a named artist in our collecting policy and

a real (mounted) Dodo and even create their own

whose work we are keen to acquire. The challenge

animations. Please bring your families, children, nieces,

was that the piece in question was valued at nearly a

nephews and grand children in to see this show, it is

third of the total available funds but their pitch must

great fun. Finally on the exhibitions front we have recently

have been convincing as they secured the funding and

opened two exhibitions ‘A Squash and a Squeeze’ which

ensured that this important artist is finally represented
in our collections. The success of all of these bids is
due to the hard work, professionalism and passion
of the staff involved and suggests to me that we are
more often than not getting it right with our funders.
Work is already well advanced on the Hoard Gallery
that will be created in the space presently occupied by
the Greek and Roman collections (Gallery 31) and is
planned to open in autumn 2014. The newly acquired
piece by Halima Cassell will go on display shortly once
we have sorted out the details of the acquisition.
Contemporary Art has been something of a theme for
us recently and we are delighted with the success of
‘New Art West Midlands’, mentioned in my previous

opened in the Gas Hall on the 20 July, a family show
that explores the world of the storyteller and illustrator
Julia Donaldson whose creations include the Gruffalo
so it is sure to please. In Gallery 12/13 we opened the
‘George Catlin American Indian Portaits’ on the 12 July
which was previously on display at the National Portrait
Gallery. Catlin was part ethnographer, part artist and this
exhibition displays some stunning portraits as well as a
truly beautiful hide shirt that is a breath taking survivor
and well worth seeing.
With the support of the Friends we held our first open
evening on 6 June, this has been followed by two more
on the first Thursdays in July and August. I am grateful

report which was followed by ‘Metropolis: reflections on

for the support of the Friends regarding this initiative,

the modern city’ which attracted some 30,000 visitors.

and am hopeful that we can build on these events to

This exhibition showcased contemporary art acquired in

create regular open evenings in the future. We will

partnership with the New Art Gallery Walsall through the

evaluate these events and consider how we can make

ArtFund International funding scheme that provided £1

them more effective and popular.

million to enhance contemporary collections outside of
the national museums. The team used their funds wisely

I am meeting with Debbie de Haes regularly to discuss

and amassed a collection of works by international artists

our ongoing relationship with the Friends as you

that both underpins and transforms both organisations

have an important role to play in supporting us in

collections. So successful were they that we couldn’t fit all

these challenging times and I and my colleagues are

of the works into the Gas Hall! I was particularly pleased

looking forward to working with you all to ensure

with the range of visitors to this exhibition and I regularly

that we create a successful and invigorating future for

saw families enjoying the show with their children which

Birmingham Museums Trust. n
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What's On

Museum Events
Birmingham Museum &
Art Gallery

you can see work by amazing artist from Botticelli
and Rembrandt TO Damien Hirst and Quentin Blake
in a variety of venues from Georgian mansions to
contemporary art galleries.

Chamberlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3DH
Opening Hours: Monday - Thursday 10:00am –

Portraits: Spaces and Surroundings

5:00pm, Friday 10:30am – 5:00pm, Saturday 10:00am

Open until 1 September 2013.

– 5:00pm and Sunday 12:30pm – 5:00pm.

Delve into Birmingham’s collection of portraits in this

Contact Number: 0121 303 1966.

exhibition exploring the relationship between sitters

Explore over 40 galleries in the Grade II* listed building

and their environment. See paintings, prints and

displaying spectacular art and objects spanning seven

photographs from the 18th century to the present day

centuries.

by artists including Sir Joshua Reynolds, John Singer
Sargent, Lubaina Himid and Craigie Horsfield.

A Squash and A Squeeze: Sharing
Stories with Julia Donaldson
Open until 3 November 2013.

George Catlin:
American Indian Portraits

Family. Adult - £6.50, Child age 3+ - £5.50, Concession

Open until Sunday 13 October 2013.

£5.50, Family - £20.00, Unwaged - £2.00.

See painter, showman and ethnographer George Catlin

This exhibition brings Julia Donaldson’s captivating

(1796 – 1872) documented Native American peoples

stories to life. Find out how she wrote modern classics

and what he saw as a dying way of life.

such as The Gruffalo, Room on the Broom and The Troll.
Catlin toured his ‘Indian Gallery’ to Birmingham in the
Follow her journey from songwriter for the Children’s

1840s and this exhibition is the first time that a major

Laureate. See how she inspires her readers with story

show of his work has been seen in Europe since then.

thyme and rhythm. Families can share stories and explore
sensory environments based on Donaldson’s books.

Lunchtime Gallery Talks
Thursday 19 September, 1:00pm. £2.

Summer Holiday Fun

Join Dr Robert Lewis in a discussion about how George

Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday in August

Catlin toured his ‘Indian Gallery’ in the 1840s.

11:00am – 4:00pm. £2 - £5.
Celebrate this special exhibition with lots of fun-filled activities

Wednesday 2 October 2013, 1:00pm. £2.

including face painting, make pom-pom characters, create

Join Dr Sadiah Qureshi and explore Catlin’s career as a

your own story book and even learn to dance like a Gruffalo!

painter, showman and political campaigner.

Summer Disco
Saturday 3 August 2013, 1:00pm. £3.
Join DJ Sam for a special disco with party games,

Thinktank Birmingham
Science Museum

competitions and dancing. Why not come in your best

Millennium Point, Curzon Street, Birmingham B4 7XG

Gruffalo costume?

Opening Hours: Mon – Sun, 10.00am – 5.00pm last
admission 4.00pm. Contact Number: 0121 202 2222

Art in the Heart

From steam engines to intestines this award-winning

Explore world-class art at 23 leading West Midlands

science museum offers an extraordinary fun-packed

cultural attractions. From May to December 2013

day out for the whole family.
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The Pirates! In an Adventure
with Scientists!

Family holiday craft activities

Open until 22 September 2013.

– 3:00pm. £1 per child – normal admission charges apply.

Exhibition Free – Thinktank admission charges apply.

Be inspired by Aston Hall and create crafts. No booking

Come along and join us for a swashbuckling exhibition

required.

Every Wednesday during Birmingham school holidays. 1:00pm

as we celebrate the arrival of The Pirates! In an
Adventure with Scientists! The Exhibition. Meet

Worlds Apart Day

characters from the blockbuster film, dress up in pirate

Sunday 15 September, 12:00 – 4:00pm. Free.

finery, make your own animated movie and play your

Our fourth annual Worlds Apart day returns, bringing together

part using clever blue screen technology.

heritage and culture across 400 years and two continents.

For more information visit www.thinktank.ac

Aston Hall by Candlelight
1 - 3, 7 - 8 & 10 November, 6:00pm – 8:30pm.

Birmingham Museums
Heritage Sites

Adults £14, Concessions £12, Family Ticket £51.

Summer at the Heritage sites

servants as they prepare the house for the return of

Birmingham Museums Trust’s award-winning heritage

the family for winter and the Christmas season. Historic

sites are open for the summer season, except for the

characters, period music and warming fireplaces add to

MJQ, they will close on Sunday 3 November 2013.

the wonderful atmosphere of one of Birmingham’s most

Experience Aston Hall at its most breathtaking, lit by
around 300 shimmering candles. Meet Sir Thomas Holte’s

well-loved winter event. Advanced booking essential.
As well as being open for visitors to explore, all of the
sites have their usual wide-ranging programmes of
events, guided tours and family activities for all ages to
enjoy in 2013.

Blakesley Hall
Blakesley Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8RN
Opening Hours: Saturday 30 March – Sunday 3 November.

Look out for special tours and activities during Heritage

Tuesday – Sunday 12:00 – 4:00pm, closed Monday except

Open Days 12 – 15 September.

Bank Holidays. Contact Number: 0121 464 2193.
Discover this striking timber-framed house set amidst

Ticket prices apply to all venues. For more information

beautiful gardens.

on all the events and activities at the sites visit
www.birminghammuseums.org.uk

Family holiday craft activities
Every Thursday during Birmingham school holidays.

Aston Hall
Trinity Road, Aston, Birmingham, B6 6JD

1:00pm – 3:00pm. £1 per child – normal admission
charges apply. No booking required.
Be inspired by Blakesley Hall and create crafts.

Opening Hours: Saturday 30 March – Sunday 3
November. Tuesday – Sunday 12:00 – 4:00pm, closed

Knight School

Mon except Bank Holidays.

Saturday 31 August 2013, 12:00 - 4:00pm.

Contact Number: 0121 303 1966.

Have you got what it takes to be a knight? Learn the

Discover one of the last great houses to be built in

art of combat, swordplay and the code of chivalry.

spectacular Jacobean style.

Free. Normal admission charges apply to the house.
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Guided tour of Blakesley Hall

contemporary makers based in Birmingham’s unique

Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 September 2013, 2:00pm.

Jewellery Quarter.

Free admission.
Come along to Blakesley Hall and our costumed staff

Adult Jewellery Workshops

will take you on a guided tour of this magnificent

Saturday 12 October and Saturday 16 November 10:00am

house and find out what life was like as a Tudor.

- 4:00pm. £50 per person – booking essential.
Design and make a stylish and contemporary piece of

Tour of St Edburgha’s Church, Yardley

jewellery using simple techniques. Adults only; cost

Sunday 15 September, 2:00pm.

includes all materials.

Join Blakesley Hall staff for a free guided tour of the listed
Medieval church St Edburgha’s’. The church dates back

Family Craft Workshop

800 years, and the area has been a centre of worship for

Thursday 22 August and Thursday 29 August, 1:00 -

1000 years. Meeting point 2.00pm at Blakesley Hall.

3:00pm. £3.00 per person – booking essential.
Artist and designer led creative workshops. Make a

Apple Day

unique artwork to take home.

Sunday 20 October 2013, 12:00 – 4:00pm.
Free event – normal admission charges apply.

Heritage Open Days

Blakesley’s annual celebration of the apple. Morris

Saturday 14 September 2013, 1:00pm – 3:00pm.

Dancing, apple talks, plant sales, apple juice tasting

Free family activity.

and apple archery.

Come along to a costumed guided tour of the Smith &
Pepper factory.

Plague and Pestilence

Jewellery Quarter Heritage Walk

Tuesday 29 October – Sunday 3 November, 12:00 –

Saturday 5 October, 2:00pm,

4:00pm. £4 Adults, Children Free.

£5.00 per person – booking essential.

Plague is rumoured at Blakesley Hall! See the plague

A lively guided talk and walk around Birmingham’s

infested Hall in disarray! Dress in your scariest costume.

historic Jewellery Quarter.

Museum of the
Jewellery Quarter

Ghost Walk
Wednesday 30 October, Friday 1 November, 2:00pm
£5 per person – booking required.

75 – 80 Vyse Street, Hockley, Birmingham, B18 6HA

Follow historian Chris Upton through the Jewellery

Opening Hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10:30am – 5:00pm,

Quarter’s Gothic buildings and graveyards to celebrate

closed Sunday & Monday except Bank Holidays.

Halloween.

Contact Number: 0121 554 3598.
Discover a perfectly preserved workshop frozen in time.

Sarehole Mill

Regenerated: Rajesh Gogna,
Cathy Miles & Miranda Sharpe

Cole Bank Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, B13 0BD

Until 11 January 2014.

Tuesday – Sunday 12:00 – 4:00pm, closed Monday

Free Exhibition – normal admission charges apply.

except Bank Holidays. Contact Number: 0121 777 6612.

As part of the regional Art in the Heart programme.

Discover the 250 year old mill at Sarehole, which is one

‘Regenerated’ showcases the work of three leading

of only two surviving watermills in Birmingham.
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Opening Hours: Saturday 30 March – Sunday 3 November

Guided walks – The origins of Middle-earth

Jane Austen weekend

Sunday 25 August; Sunday 22 September and Sunday

Friday 31 August – Sunday 1 September 2013.

20 October. £6. Booking essential.

Normal admission charges apply.

Follow in the footsteps of the young J.R.R Tolkien, author

Soho House celebrates 200 years since the first publication

of ‘The Lord of the Rings’ and ‘The Hobbit’ as we take

of Pride and Prejudice. Come along to our performances,

you on a guided walk around the lost hamlet of Sarehole

talks and workshops and enter Austen’s world.

and the natural splendour of Moseley Bog. Discover the
childhood playground of Tolkien and learn about the

Boulton’s Brum - Walk and Talk

places and people who would inspire ‘The Shire’.

Saturday 14 September 2013, 2:00 - 3:15pm.
Free Event – Booking is essential.

From Mordor to the Misty Mountains

Discover more about the Birmingham that Matthew

Until 31 October 2013.

Boulton knew and loved. Take part in this lively interactive

Exhibition free - Normal admission charges apply.

walk and discover the secrets of Soho! Tours of the

Come and see selected photographic works by

surrounding area starts and finishes at Soho House.

John Cockshaw. Landscape, architectural and macro
photography are combined to illustrate locations from

Rooftop Tours

‘The Lord of the Rings’.

Sunday 15 September 2013, 1:00pm, 1:45pm, 2:30pm
and 3:15pm. Free event – advanced booking is essential.

Milling Days

Gain exclusive access the roof of the museum and

Every Wednesday and Sunday until 3 November 2013.

follow in the footsteps of the Lunar Men who would

Milling volunteers run the machinery and explain the

stargaze from the top of Soho House.

process. In dry summers, please ring to confirm.

Handsworth Culture Swop
Birmingham Rep audio walk

Until Sunday 3 November 2013.

Until Sunday 3 November 2013. Free event.

Exhibition Free – Normal admission charges apply.

Enjoy a walk in the mill grounds and Moseley bog with the

Renowned photographer Vanley Burke creates a dialogue

REP’s new audio walk - ‘Light from the Shadows’. Headsets

between community, museum and artist. He presents a

for this self guided walk are available from the mill tearoom.

fascinating photographic portrait of Handsworth which bears
testament to the hugely diverse cultural identities of the area.

Family holiday craft activities
Every Wednesday and Thursday during Birmingham

Family holiday craft activities

school holidays. 1:00 – 3:00pm.

Every Friday during Birmingham school holidays, 1:00 –

£1 per child – normal admission charges apply.

3:00pm. £1 per child – normal admission charges apply

Be inspired by the mill and create crafts. No booking required.

Be inspired by Soho House and create crafts.
No booking required.

Soho House
Soho Avenue, off Soho Road, Handsworth, B18 5LB

For more information on all of our events visits
www.birminghammuseums.org.uk

Opening Hours: Saturday 30 March – Sunday 3 November.
Tuesday – Sunday 12:00 – 4:00pm, closed Monday except
Bank Holidays. Contact Number: 0121 554 9122.
Discover the elegant Georgian home of the industrialist
and entrepreneur Matthew Boulton.
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News

From the Office
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

• Ironbridge Gorge Trust shops providing a minimum

• Free entry to special exhibitions in Gas Hall

of £5 is spent in one transaction. (Offer excludes

• Free entry to all our Heritage Sites

books, certain sales items, admission prices and café/

• Artefacts magazine four times a year
• Opportunity to join the many Friends’ social
events and outings
Plus discounts at the following venues:
• BM&AG and shops at our Heritage Sites
• 50% entrance discount to Thinktank at
Millennium Point www.thinktank.ac
• Shakespeare Birthplace Trust shops (excluding
admission prices) www.shakespeare.org.uk

restaurant purchases) www.ironbridge.org.uk
• Potteries Museums & Art Gallery shops/cafés
www.museums.stoke.gov.uk

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome is extended to our new members:
Mr D Connan, Mr K Watson, Mrs P Ward, Mrs E
Hagglund, Dr P Clark, Mr M Farren, Mr R & Mrs E
Malia, Mrs L Butland, Mrs LS Peat, Miss Yong-LingYe,
Mr & Mrs G Robins, Mr DM Reilly, Ms SJ Brittain, Miss L
Goode, Mrs MM Lynes, Mr PWD Smith.

APPLICATION FORM

PLEASE WRITE IN CAPITAL LETTERS
Title . . . . . . . . . . Name(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tel. No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Email address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY AND ANNUAL RATES (Please tick)
SINGLE £30 [ ]		

DOUBLE (full rate Includes 2 children under 16) £45 [ ]

CONCESSIONARY RATES
SINGLE £20 [ ]		
DOUBLE £30 [ ]

STUDENT £15 [ ]

I enclose a cheque for £_________
Please tell us where you picked up a copy of Artefacts _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Yes I am a UK taxpayer and would like this and any future donations to be tax effective under the Gift Aid Scheme
until I notify you otherwise. {You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6
April to 5 April) at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that
you donate to will reclaim on your gifts for that tax year. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. FBMAG
will claim 25p of tax on every £1 you give.}
Please send this completed form, together with your cheque made payable to F.B.M.A.G. to the address on page 4 of Artefacts.
DATA PROTECTION ACT For membership and accounting needs your details are held on a computerised Database
			
for Friends' Office use only.
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Art

History

Birmingham

Put your money
where your
heart is!
and join the Friends
of Birmingham Museums

Membership forms can be found at
www.bmag.org.uk/friends-of-bmag
If you require assistance then please call 0121 303 3129
or email fbmagmembership@googlemail.com, we will be
pleased to help.

Passion, pleasure and participation in the Arts

In The Area

Exhibitions & Days Out
The Barber Institute
University of Birmingham
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TS
Tel: 0121 414 7333
www.barber.org.uk

ABOUT FACE: Portrait Masterpieces
from National Collections
Until Sunday 1 September 2013. Major paintings by
Rembrandt, Goya, Lucas van Leyden and Cézanne
from the National Gallery, Peter Lely’s spectacular The
Concert from the Courtauld Gallery, and dazzling
miniatures from the Royal Collection hung alongside
comparable masterpieces from the Barber’s Own
Collection feature in this exploration of portraiture
from the Renaissance to the 20th century.

DEFINING FACES: 20th-century
Portrait Drawings
Until Monday 26 August 2013. The functions of portrait
drawings explored in this selection of 20th-century
drawings lent by the National Portrait Gallery as well
as examples drawn from the Barber’s own collection
and the University’s Cadbury Research Library, featuring
drawings by Percy Wyndham-Lewis, Oskar Kokoschka
and Sylvia Plath and others of sitters including henry
Moore, Ted Hughes and Stephen Hawking.

FUNCTION 4: Portraiture
Friday 6 September - Sunday 24 November 2013.
Exciting original photographic work by students from
Birmingham Institute of Art and Design, Birmingham
City University, displayed among paintings the Barber’s
own collection.

SONIC VISIONS: New Electroacoustic
Music inspired by Art
Friday 13 September - Sunday 10 November 2013.
Three of the Barber’s most iconic paintings - as you’ve
never heard them before! Contemporary sound
installations by BEAST - Birmingham Electroaccoustic
Sound Theatre - responding to a stormy Brittany
Seascape by Daubigny, Renoir’s Young Woman Seated
and Magritte’s Flavour of Tears.
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THE LOVES OF THE ARTISTS: In
Conversation with Jonathan Jones
Wednesday 9 October 2013, 5:30pm. The passions
behind the paintings for artists from the Renaissance
to Rembrandt, by way of Raphael, Michelangelo and
others, discussed by Jonathan Jones, art critic and writer
for The Guardian newspaper, as featured in his latest
book, The Loves of the Artists. Tickets include a glass
of wine and late gallery viewing before the talk, and
book signing afterwards. 5:30pm – Gallery viewing/
Free glass of wine/soft drink; 6-7pm – In Conversation;
7-7:20pm – Book signing. Booking essential: Tickets £7;
£4 concessions Tickets available in advance in person/by
post from the Barber Reception (Please include stamped,
self-addressed envelope). Please make cheques payable
to ‘University of Birmingham’.

WHO SAYS? Can We Trust the Experts
on Good and Bad in Art?
Thursday 24 October 2013, from 6pm (lecture - 7 8:15pm). Artworld attribution controversies and the
minefields facing experts when questions of quality
come to court come under the spotlight in this special
evening event, which includes glass of wine/soft drink,
late gallery viewing, lecture and discussion. Organized
in partnership with NADFAS – the National Association
of Decorative and Fine Art Societies. OPEN TO ALL –
Tickets: £10 (including glass of wine/soft drink) / Free
for students. Book online: nadfas.com

CHINESE MOON FESTIVAL
Thursday 19 September, 6:30pm – 9pm. Celebrate
at the Barber, with exciting traditional music and
dance performances from the popular Jasmine Moon
Ensemble, a programme of short films, Year of the
Snake sculptures to make, delicious moon cakes and
plum wine and a themed gallery tour. Plenty to do for all
the family! Tickets: £5; £3 children. Booking essential.

Coventry Transport Museum
Millennium Place,
Hales Street, Coventry, CV1 1JD
Tel: 024 7623 4270
www.transport-museum.com
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Coventry Festival of Motoring 2013
Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 August 2013. Coventry Festival
of Motoring is a two day celebration of everything to
do with our unique transport heritage - incorporating a
spectacular historic vehicle run through the Warwickshire
countryside, as well as a whole range of events and
activities throughout the whole weekend, this really is a
classic motoring event that the whole family can enjoy.
The event will held at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire.

War Effort
Until Sunday 5 January 2014. War Effort, our major new
temporary exhibition for 2013, will throw the spotlight
on the British motor industry’s huge contribution to the
wartime production, during World War II.
The exhibition will tell the incredible story of how in the
1930s and 40s, the UK’s motor companies supported
the military, by building so-called ‘shadow factories’, and
turning over production to building thousands of military
vehicles, aircraft, munitions and other military equipment.
When you visit the War Effort exhibition, you will be
taken on a personal journey through the lives of some
of the people who worked in these factories, shedding
particular light on the fascinating stories of the women
who were drafted to work in the factories, many for
the first time in their lives.

Council’s aim has been throughout to make this selection
of contemporary fine art printmaking an exhibition with a
broad range and of the highest quality. A call for entries
was made in Spring, 2011, and entries from over 400
artists from 39 countries were received. The selectors,
Gill Saunders, Senior Print Curator at the Victoria
and Albert Museum, London, David Ferry, Head of
Printmaking at Cardiff School of Art and Design, and
Michael Kennedy, Chair of 7th British International
Mini Print Exhibition, met in October 2011 and selected
nearly 200 prints for the show.
A number of well known national and international
artists have agreed to show larger prints in the
exhibition, including Morgan Doyle, Wuon Gean
Ho, Michael Goro, Maggi Hambling, Eve Kask, Guy
Langevin, Melvyn Petterson, Ana Maria Pacheco,
Marcus Rees Roberts, and Weimin He.

mac arts
Cannon Hill Park,
Birmingham, B12 0QH
Tickets £12/10 concs/group discounts available
Sales and information 0121 4463 232
www.macarts.co.uk

Jugni
Friday 11 October at 8pm. Jugni brings together dance

Leamington Spa Gallery
Royal Pump Rooms,
The Parade, Leamington Spa, CV32 4AA
Tel: 01926 742700
www.warwickdc.gov.uk/royalpumprooms

Mini Print Exhibition
Until Sunday 6 October 2013. The 8th British International
Mini Print Exhibition is a touring exhibition of about 200
small prints selected by open competition from over
1000 international entries, accompanied by ten larger
invited prints from distinguished artists. It opened at the
London Print Studio between 6 April and 16 June 2012.
This is the second of these exhibitions that have been
managed by the Printmakers Council, the long running
national organisation of UK printmakers. The Printmakers
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and music with soaring live vocals and percussion
inspired by Qawaali, and exquisite contemporary
choreography driven by the power of Kathak technique.
Celebrated for presenting Kathak through bold new
ways, Sonia Sabri Company illuminates personal
experiences through intricate play of movement, rhythm
and rhyme contributed by women from all over the UK.
Choreographer Sonia Sabri and Musical Director Sarvar
Sabri build a heartfelt collaboration of a predominantly
female cast of renowned artists making Jugni one of the
most inspirational productions of the year.
‘Jugni is a masterpiece as it celebrates the
emancipation of women in today’s world’.
Nottingham Post

JUGNI
Friday 11th October
mac, Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham
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Redditch Forge Mill

His affection for the Cotswolds and the Welsh valleys
and hills are also beautifully portrayed with his
wonderful depiction of country life and its people.

Needle Mill Lane,
Redditch,

His work was also influenced by poets such as AE

B98 8HY

Housman and RS Thomas, as well as many local

Tel: 01527 62509

places of interest and a few from the artist’s own rich

www.forgemill.org.uk

imagination. All will be featured in this exhibition of

DINOSAURS UNCOVERED
Until Sunday 1 September 2013. This exhibition offers
a chance to step inside the world of the dinosaurs!
Learn all about the Triassic and Jurassic periods.
Come face to face with the monstrous T-rex, meet
Triceratops and a Velociraptor, which scientists have
discovered were most probably feathered! The exhibition

work taken from the era when Norman was teaching at
Redditch New College through to his retirement years.
Enterprise Fine Art has brought together paintings and
drawings from various private collections. The majority
of work will be for sale and may be purchased through
Enterprise Fine Art – this is an excellent opportunity to
purchase work by this well known Redditch artist.

also features dinosaur skulls and replica fossils.
Test your knowledge on the Dino buster touchscreen
interactive and piece together dinosaur skeletons in the
Dino bone yard. Meet a holographic presenter to guide

Wolverhampton Art Gallery
Lichfield St,

you through this fascinating time period.

Wolverhampton, WV1 1DU

This is a wonderful exhibition for dinosaur buffs of all

www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk

ages. Please note: Entry to this exhibition is included in

Tel: 01902 552055

the normal admission price to the museum. However,

PAULINE BOTY: POP ARTIST AND WOMAN

for Redditch residents on Wednesdays only (when

Until Saturday 16 November 2013. The work of Pauline

museum entrance is normally free) there is a separate

Boty (1938-1966), a key member of the British Pop Art

charge of £2 for adults and £1 for children to visit this

movement, both celebrates and critiques mass cultural

exhibition.

experience, exploring themes of female sexuality,
gender, race and politics.

A JOURNEY THROUGH ART
WITH NORMAN NEASOM

This is the first public exhibition to survey her career as

Friday 6 September - Sunday 13 October 2013. An

a whole, reinstating her at the forefront of British Pop

exhibition of watercolours and drawings by Norman

Art.

Neasom RWS, RBSA (1915 to 2010).
This vibrant display of paintings, collages and ephemera
Norman was an artist who found inspiration for his

from public and private collections includes some

art through a combination of history, poetry and the

pieces that have not been exhibited for 40 years.

countryside. We see through his paintings the love of
his home town of Redditch with his fascination for its
characters and local buildings as well as its monastic
and industrial history.
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open studios
exhibitions
workshops

7-15 september 2013
Explore and be guided by bright pink signs
to 119 venues located across picture-perfect
Herefordshire during this free 9-day event
where you can can meet the maker and
purchase artwork.
For Your FREE Guide & Map:
01432 358 232 / info@brightstripe.co.uk

www.h-art.org.uk

h.Art is managed by Brightstripe – cultural health CIC and the h.Art Steering Group
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YOUNG ARTIST HAS SALES
SUCCESS AT NEW EXHIBITION
A new exhibition of six local artists has secured record

The new exhibition runs until 6 September at the

sales for one young Worcestershire Artist this weekend.

Barbourne Health Centre, 44 Droitwich Road,
Worcester, WR3 7LH, visitors, including non-patients

Lorna Cox, who studied art A’level at the Sixth Form

of the surgery, are welcome to come and view during

College, has recently completed an illustration course

surgery opening hours. The work is for sale and ranges

at Falmouth College of Art. At the Barbourne Surgery

in price from £50.

exhibition, her innovative lino and mixed media prints
secured five immediate sales. Lorna was delighted with

A Picture for Health is a charity set up last year which

the response of guests at the private view. Her work

has the joint aims of arts promotion and improved

combines traditional print-making with modern digital

wellbeing in the health care environment.

manipulation. She is pictured here with a piece inspired
For more information contact:

by the Falmouth coast.

sally.morgan10@btinternet.com
Other artists now showing at the Barbourne Surgery

Tel: 01905 454 259 / 07796 181 276. n

include abstract oil paintings by Brian Gorst, a lecturer
at Malvern Hills College; Still life paintings by Colwall

Two further exhibtions have already been planned

artist Eugene Conway; Photographs from James

at the surgury:

Greenoff, a Worcester-based photographer; Landscape

• Arts in Minds visual art exhibition -

and marine paintings from Gerald Savine and botanical
and illustrative art from Janice Savine who both live in

14 October – 22 November

Upton on Severn.
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9 September – 11 October
• Exhibition of sixth formers art work -

SUMMER 2013

Curator’s

Choice

Calliope Artist: Halima Cassell Date: 2011
Rebecca Bridgman, Curator of Islamic and
South Asian Art, presents a first for UK museums.

influences and says the lines and the
curves draw upon calligraphy and
Arabic script which links in very well

From an artist

contemporary British Asian artist

residency in Italy,

have been snapped up for private

via an X-Factor

collections, but Calliope was acquired

And adds: “As Halima was working

style acquisition

by BMAG through the rigorous

in Italy, the sculpture also draws on

process, to its

Art Fund process. The scheme sees

the folds in clothing from classical

new home at

museums take part in an application

style sculptures and the curling of

Birmingham

procedure, with short-listed applicants

the hair on some of those statues

Museum & Art

invited to attend the COLLECT 2013

for inspiration. This fusion of

Gallery, Halima Cassell’s Calliope has

craft fayre in London. Each museum

influence has created an interesting

had a long journey. It is due to arrive

representative chooses a piece they

and appealing piece which is

this month and Rebecca Bridgman

would like to bid on, before giving

beautifully balanced.”

is delighted to introduce this new

a five minute presentation to an Art

acquisition to Friends members

Fund board. Successful bidders win

Rebecca is looking forward to

through Artefacts magazine.

the chosen piece for their museum.

introducing the piece to Friends

As the only museum in the UK to own

Rebecca Bridgman and Martin Ellis

go on display in a calligraphy exhibit

a piece of stone sculpture by Cassell,

were triumphant in their bid for

towards the end of the year. n

Rebecca points out that this is a great

BMAG and the piece is expected

success for Birmingham. She says:

to be delivered in August. Rebecca,

“Works by Halima have been named

whose Renaissance-funded post at

on our collecting policy and we were

the museum began in October last

with our collection,” Rebecca explains.

members and said she expected it to

very pleased to be able to acquire this

year, comments: “This spoke to me

piece.” She explained that the artist

as soon as I saw the piece due to

was usually a ceramist and that her

my interest in calligraphy. We are

pointed departure into such a different

really excited about this as it is a

arena had been a true success.

hugely different media and Halima

by Jane Kubiesa

has managed to create a well“This is one of the first stone

balanced piece.”

sculptures Halima created during
a residency in 2011 in Pietrasanta,

Calliope is made from Carrera marble

in Italy, to diversify her practice,”

with a glittery fleck of mica in the

Rebecca says. “I felt strongly about

stone. This sinuous sculpture features

wanting to tell the Friends about

Halima’s characteristic attention to

this because it is an acquisition

the intricacies of the plane and draws

which links our historic collections

upon her inspiration from Islamic art

with the contemporary art world.”

and architecture.

Other stone works by the

“Halima has talked to me about her

SUMMER 2013
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LOVE & HOPE
FOR BIRMINGHAM
Washington Green artist Paul Horton takes a break

Growing up in Birmingham in the sixties and seventies

from visiting galleries and meeting his dedicated fan

has given Paul many memories to draw upon; it has

base this year as he prepares for his debut museum

given him his identity and working class ethic. The

exhibition taking place at the Waterhall in Birmingham

working man in Paul’s industrial street scenes is an

Museum & Art Gallery in October 2013.

iconic figure reflecting the industrial age, but it could
be in any city or any town.

Horton, who has been a published artist for over ten
years is one of the most popular contemporary artists

Glyn Washington, founder of Washington Green Fine

in the UK, with a unique and charming ability to

Art says “Paul has a unique and charming talent, this

convey a number of emotive narratives throughout his

exhibition within his home city is already generating

pieces. making his work highly collectable and loved

significant interest from his fans and collectors and we

by many. Love & Hope, the museum exhibition, will

very much hope that we can introduce a new audience

feature over seventy brand new original pastels and for

to Paul’s work.”

the first time, oil paintings, which Horton is incredibly
The exhibition is free of charge and runs for two weeks

excited to share.

in October, Paul Horton will personally guide visitors
“I feel very proud to be given this opportunity, it’s a

around the exhibition and hopes to offer an alternative

major challenge and I’m hoping to create an exhibition

day out during the half term holidays. n

that everyone will enjoy.”
For more information visit
Paul Horton wanted to be an artist for as long as he
can remember, after studying drawing and painting at
Bournville School of Art, he set out on a career within
the printing industry, managing to combine this with
an ever-developing style of work in both fine art and
illustration, selling and exhibiting his work at regular
intervals.
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www.castlegalleries.com
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Heritage Site Focus
Aston Hall, Trinity Road, Aston, Birmingham, B6 6JD
Aston Hall by Candlelight:
1 - 3, 7 & 8 and 10 November 2013
Preparations are well underway for what is arguably

of the treasures their support has helped to secure in

the most popular event in Aston Hall’s calendar

an atmospheric and magical setting. Rachel explained

and the Friends of Birmingham Museums are being

that an excellent example of this would be the

given a sneak preview of this year’s spectacle before

portraits of Edward Holte and Elizabeth King painted

thousands of visitors descend upon the Trinity Road
site.

by Cornelius Johnson in 1630 and on display in the
Great Dining Hall on the first floor.

Deputy Curator Manager Rachel Hunter Rowe has
granted Artefacts a private tour of ‘Aston Hall by

Other purchases include the 2003 Sotheby’s sale items

Candlelight 2013’, with an insight into what Friends

belonging to James Watt junior. Situated in the Saloon

can expect from the six-night event and how their

is a gold fob watch, circa 1830; the Small Dining

contributions can be seen in a new light.

Room showcases a Regency Calamander Breakfast
Table by George Bullock and the Best Drawing Room

Around nine thousand people are expected to attend

features a Regency Gonzalo Alves and Brass-inlaid

‘Aston Hall by Candlelight’, where three hundred

Sofa Table, circa 1815, also by George Bullock.

candles illuminate one of the country’s finest Jacobean
houses. “There are also two fireplaces that we can
actually have fires in, so in the Great Hall there is
always a lovely roaring fire and in the kitchen too,”
Rachel notes. “Aston Hall is genuinely a place that
people love very much and they get the opportunity

Rachel adds: “The Friends also contributed to the
re-development of The Orange Chamber. This was the
first time that their money went towards a ‘building
project’ rather than an acquisition.”

to see it in a really beautiful and atmospheric way. It’s
Advanced booking is highly recommended to see

timeless here.”

these acquisitions by candlelight as this much-loved
This timeless quality is mixed with visitor interaction

event is often sold-out. It runs as a self-guided tour

in the form of costumed period characters and

and tickets are issued on a timed basis.

entertainers such as musicians and fire jugglers,
whilst people can also enjoy what Rachel describes
as “traditional-ish” fare such as hot roast rolls,
mince pies and traditional ales, as well as a vintage
craft fayre. The theme for the event, to be held in
November, will be servants preparing for the return of
the Holte family for the winter season and it will be
set during the mid-sixteen hundreds.

Rachel finishes by explaining that this event is so
popular because it is almost an institution with visitors
to Aston Hall: “As far as I’m aware this has been
going on as an event since the 1960s and we are
quite famous for it. If you mention Aston Hall, that’s
what people think of. I’ve even been on holiday and
people have said ‘they do that candlelight event’.” n

‘Aston Hall by Candlelight’ is also a unique
opportunity for members of the Friends to see some

32

ARTEFACTS

SUMMER 2013

By Jane Kubiesa

Photo Credit: Bob Moore, Arden Photography Group
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Reviews

Recent Events
The Friends sponsor a series of
Summer Evening Openings at BMAG
Artefacts readers will have

for the collection – the oculus installation, which has

noticed that the Friends

now been named Transporter by the artists. We also

have been advertising

invited a group of Birmingham Metropolitan students,

Summer Evening Openings

who spent the evening sketching in the galleries.

at Birmingham Museum
& Art Gallery (BMAG)

An Anglo-Saxon warrior, standing guard at the

this summer. Normally,

Chamberlain Square entrance during the Staffordshire

the Museum closes at

Hoard evening, proved a great attraction to lure

5pm each evening, which

in passers-by. Lots of people stopped to take his

means that people who

photograph and a number of those then decided to

walk past the building

come into the Museum; just what we wanted!

after work cannot drop in. So, as a way of helping the
Trust see whether evening openings might be feasible in

Indeed, the evaluation and feedback to date has been

the future, the Friends have paid the extra costs incurred

useful and encouraging, and comments and suggestions

by the Trust to enable it to open, free of charge, on three

from visitors to the June evening opening were

evenings this summer – staying open from 5pm-8pm on

implemented and improved the July evening. Numbers of

the first Thursdays in June, July and August. The Trust

evening visitors increased from 90 on 6 June to 145 on 4

views these evenings as an opportunity to test whether it

July and were of all age ranges and ethnic backgrounds,

can successfully appeal to a new range of visitors. At the

including tourists and business visitors to Birmingham, for

time of writing we have held two of the three openings.

whom an evening visit to BMAG had not been a part of
their original plans. There is one final Summer Evening

Each evening opening has concentrated on an individual

Opening still to take place and then we will collate and

aspect of the Museum’s displays: in June it was the

consolidate all the feedback and evaluate the success of

History Galleries; in July the Staffordshire Hoard; and in

this venture with the Trust. We certainly hope the evening

August the Pre-Raphaelites. Curators kindly volunteered

openings will keep going and we will continue to provide

to be on hand to answer questions and there were

our support – so watch this space! n

refreshments available too, with BMAG’s catering team
providing a pop-up café – trialling different locations
in the Activity Room and the Round Room. We had a
Friends’ desk with our new roller banners as a backdrop
and we were delighted by the number of people who
came to say hello and find out more about who we are
and what we do. Many took away leaflets and were very
interested to hear about our work.
On 6 June, during the History Galleries evening, Zelina
Garland, BMAG’s Curatorial Services Manager, paid
tribute to the Friends’ recent eye-catching commission
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By David Foster and Melissa Page

Friends'

Diary Dates
August
13		 #		 Evening Event at Edmunds - Clara Lim - ‘When Piracy is a Good Thing!’
30		 *		 The Extraordinary Leek Embroidery Society Exhibition

September
6			 *		 Guided Tour (116) - Jane Howell – ‘Birmingham at War’
9			 *		 Evening Event at Edmunds – Pogus Caesar – ‘Handsworth Riots 1985’
10		 ** British Museum - ‘Life & Death: Pompeii and Herculaneum’
18		 *		 Sarehole Mill - Tours and Talks - Chris Rice & Irene de Boo
20		 *		 Attingham Park & Shrewsbury
24		 *		 Evening Event at Edmunds - Irene de Boo – ‘Sarehole Mill - A working mill once again’
24		 *		 Luncheon Club – Katie Hall – ‘George Catlin: American Indian Portraits’ (1)
25		 *		 Discussion Group – Sharon Tavener – ‘Literature in Art’
27-30 ** Yorkshire Weekend

October
1			 *		 Evening Event at Edmunds – Katie Hall – ‘George Catlin: American Indian Portraits’
4			 *		 Luncheon Club – Katie Hall – ‘George Catlin: American Indian Portraits’ (2)
8			 *		 Luncheon Club – Jane Hornby – ‘Finding Your Fortune’
16		 *		 Friends Annual Lecture - Nicola Kalinsky, Director of the Barber Institute
29		 *		 AV Room Talk – David Johnson - ‘The life and times of Catherine of Braganza’

November
5			 +		 Tours of Birmingham’s New Library (1)
19		 *		 Evening Event at Edmunds - Andy Horn – ‘Photorealism exhibition - 50 Years of Hyperrealistic Painting’
22		 +		 Tours of Birmingham’s New Library (2)

April 2014
8-14

+		 Holland & The Dutch Masters

		 in posted versions of this magazine (See note on page 6)
** Fully booked, sorry
+ 		 Dates for your diary, no applications in this mailing
# 		 Included in a previous mailing, but still some places available
$ 		 These events are not arranged by the Friends, applications are not included
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* 		 Details are enclosed with this mailing, and application forms are included

